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Editor’s Note

During the preparation of Issue 41 of Nameh-ye Ensan-Shenasi (Iranian Journal of Anthropology),
discussions emerged within the editorial board concerning the nature and criteria of ethnographic
writing. Since the outcomes of these discussions are closely related to the journal’s publication policy,
we consider it appropriate to share them with our readers and contributors.

Ethnography is grounded in fieldwork, participation, and sustained engagement in the field, and it
seeks to understand the social world from the perspective of actors’ lived experiences and horizons of
meaning. An ethnographic text, however, is not merely a narrative of field experience or a compilation
of observations. Rather, it should connect field data to scholarly questions and theoretical debates,
thereby contributing to knowledge production through analysis. Accordingly, although ethnographic
writing does not necessarily conform to the rigid and predetermined formats of conventional scientific
articles, it is expected that fundamental elements such as a clearly articulated research problem, an
explanation of the research methodology, adequate engagement with the existing literature, and a
discernible theoretical perspective be clearly identifiable in the text.

In evaluating submissions, lranian Journal of Anthropology places greater emphasis on originality and
scholarly contribution, the quality of engagement with existing knowledge, analytical rigor, and clarity
of writing than on adherence to formal templates. The journal aims to publish works that not only
represent field experience effectively but also make meaningful contributions to the development of
anthropological knowledge and the advancement of scholarly dialogue.

The past months were also marked by internet network disruptions and temporary interruptions in
access to the journal’s submission system, creating difficulties for authors, reviewers, and the
processes of manuscript evaluation and preparation. Nevertheless, thanks to the persistent efforts of
the editorial team and the cooperation and patience of our authors and reviewers, this issue has been
successfully published. We hope that the improvements made to the journal’s technical infrastructure
will prevent similar problems in the future.

The articles in this issue cover a diverse range of anthropological topics and research fields, while also
revealing several shared concerns. A number of contributions address the lived experience of
suffering, crisis, and care, ranging from memories of war and earthquake to the everyday lives of
caregivers of patients, as well as a theoretical reflection on the relationship between suffering,
redemption, and recent trends in contemporary anthropology. Other articles focus on migration,
ethnicity, language, and various forms of social acceptance, exclusion, and assimilation. In addition,
this issue includes studies that revisit methodological and theoretical questions in anthropology,
explore temporality and everyday life, analyze the fields of art and academia, and examine aspects of
Iranian history and culture. Despite its thematic diversity, the collection reflects the efforts of
researchers to understand contemporary social experiences and to expand the analytical horizons of
anthropology in Iran.

Finally, we are pleased to announce that Iranian Journal of Anthropology has been re-indexed in the
Islamic World Science & Thechnology Monitoring and Citation Institute (ISC) with a Q3 ranking.
This achievement comes after a twelve-year absence from the indexing system. Re-indexation will
enhance the visibility of the research published in the journal and represents an important step toward
strengthening its position within the regional scholarly community. We regard this accomplishment as
a significant milestone in consolidating the journal’s academic standing and hope that, through the
continued enhancement of its scholarly standards and the publication of high-quality research, the
journal will continue its path of growth and increasing recognition.

Mehrdad Arabestani
Editor-in-Chief, Iranian Journal of Anthropology
June 16,2026
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A disaster may be natural or man-made, sudden or protracted. In the
aftermath of disasters, societies strive to preserve individuals’ lived
experiences and their ways of coping. Cultural memory plays a key role in
determining how people respond to disasters, participate in coping strategies,
and accept relief aid. The city of Sarpol-e Zahab has experienced two major
disasters: a man-made one (the 1980—1988 Iran—Iraq war) and a natural one
(the 2017 earthquake). Since few studies have addressed the impact of cultural
memory on reducing vulnerability and increasing resilience, this line of
research is essential. This study seeks to answer questions such as What forms
do the tangible and intangible cultural memories of the war and the earthquake
take among the people of Sarpol-e Zahab? Have these memories been able to
serve as a tool for enhancing resilience and facilitating faster recovery? The
aim of this research is to examine the role of cultural memory in facing
disaster, focusing on the lived experience of the people of Sarpol-e Zahab,
using a phenomenological approach. Data were collected through semi-
structured in-depth interviews with 20 individuals who had experienced both
the war and the earthquake, selected through purposive sampling. The analysis
followed a method of reducing data to significant statements and clustering
themes. The most important findings indicate that the cultural memory of the
war had a direct impact on how the people of Sarpol-¢ Zahab faced the
earthquake, increasing their level of resilience. For these people, cultural
memory of the war served as a resource that enabled them to demonstrate
greater resilience and to complete the recovery and reconstruction phase after
the earthquake in a shorter period of time. The study concludes that drawing
on cultural memory can be a valuable reservoir for reducing vulnerability and
managing future disasters.
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Introduction

Disasters are among the most significant history-making events, playing a major role in the
formation and transformation of identity in the life of every nation. After disasters occur, human
beings strive to preserve the memories that arise from them. Memories of past disasters not only
inform people’s knowledge about ways of living and vulnerability but also shape their interpretation
of future disasters and their responses to them. Cultural memory is embodied through symbolic
heritage in texts, rituals, monuments, celebrations, and objects, and serves as a reservoir of
knowledge.

Iran is known as one of the world’s disaster-prone countries, yet research addressing the role of
memory and disaster in reducing vulnerability is scarce. The city of Sarpol-e Zahab in Kermanshah
province has experienced two major disasters within three decades: the Imposed War (with 7,000
houses destroyed, 96 completely ruined villages, and population displacement) and the magnitude 7.3
earthquake of November 12, 2017 (with 621 deaths, 9,388 injuries, and 70,000 homeless individuals).
This dual experience offers a unique opportunity to study the role of cultural memory in facing
disasters.

The aim of this study is to understand how cultural memory is formed and what role it plays in
increasing resilience and facilitating rapid recovery during disasters among the people of Sarpol-e
Zahab. The necessity of this research lies in the fact that its findings can provide cultural and social

planners with strategies to control vulnerability and enhance resilience.

Method and Findings

This research is grounded in the theories of Boyer et al. (memory as a reservoir of knowledge),
Assmann (cultural memory and identity), Levine (trauma and memory), Bartel-Boucher (tangible and
intangible heritage), and Moulton (post-disaster recovery). The research method is qualitative,
employing a phenomenological approach. Participants were 20 residents of Sarpol-e Zahab (12
women and 8 men) aged 36 to 78 years who had experienced both the war and the earthquake.
Purposive sampling was employed until data saturation was achieved. The data collection tool was a
semi-structured, in-depth interview.

Data analysis revealed that, in terms of historical background, the people of Sarpol-e Zahab
possess a collective memory of borderland living, war, and displacement. The social context of the
people of Sarpol-e Zahab—-characterized by kinship ties, Kurdish identity, social cohesion, and the
peaceful coexistence of groups with religious differences—has had a direct impact on their

confrontation with disaster.
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In describing the general characteristics of the disaster experience for the people of Sarpol-e Zahab,
five main themes were extracted:

Disaster causes the sudden collapse of life — Within this theme, people compared the terror
experienced during the war with that of the earthquake.

Disaster causes a demographic crisis — Migration and displacement were greater during the war
than during the earthquake.

Disaster brings about extensive cultural changes — Changes after the earthquake occurred more
rapidly and more deeply than those after the war.

Disaster disrupts social order — The increase in social harms after the earthquake was greater
than after the war.

Disaster gives rise to specific lifestyles — Including changes in clothing, values, and norms.

The most important finding of this study indicates that the experience of war had a direct and
positive impact on both the response to the earthquake and the reconstruction period. Tangible forms
of cultural memory of the war in this city include memorials, photographs of martyrs at the shrine of
Ahmad ibn Ishaq, bunkers, and military equipment. Intangible forms include the rituals of Chamri,

Mour-Khwani (chanting), Tanbur (tambur) playing, and mourning ceremonies.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings of this study, confirming the theories of Boyer et al. (2012), show that for the people
of Sarpol-e Zahab, cultural memory encompasses both historical and social memory. Shared
historical memory, despite religious differences, has led to the formation of a cohesive identity among
these people. This study also confirms the theories of Sandi Moulton (2015) and Peter Levine (2015):
survivors of war, by constructing a narrative of their sensory experiences, created a memory that
reduced anxiety and increased resilience at the time of the earthquake. In confirmation of the theories
of Diana Bartel-Boucher (2015), Cushman & Cronin (2008), and Assmann (2015), the preservation
of tangible cultural memory of the war in the city of Sarpol-e Zahab continues in the form of structures
and monuments, as well as intangible memory in the form of rituals and oral narratives (Chamri,
Mour-Khwani, Tanbur playing).

However, this study shows that after the earthquake, such practices have been carried out
individually, weakly, and without collective or official support. The experience of successive
collective disasters in Sarpol-e Zahab, without providing an opportunity for healing, is constantly
reflected in their living environment. The most important practical implication of this study is that
cultural memory can be used as a tool to reduce vulnerability, increase resilience, and accelerate

reconstruction in future disasters.



16 Studing the Role of Cultural Memory in Facing Disasters

Successive earthquakes with magnitudes above 5.8 in the years following 2017 have shown that
the people of Sarpol-e Zahab, drawing on their lived experience of war and the reconstruction period,
have acquired a high capacity to cope with natural disasters. It is recommended that responsible
institutions and cultural planners acknowledge the different logic that people employ when facing
disaster and draw on cultural memory as a valuable reservoir for risk management. Establishing
museums, preserving monuments, continuing commemorative rituals, and incorporating disaster
narratives into educational programs are among the actions that can keep cultural memory alive and

increase the resilience of future generations.
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Introduction

Ethnography has long occupied a central position within anthropology as a methodological
approach for understanding culture in the context of everyday social life. Classical ethnographic
traditions have emphasized participant observation, contextual interpretation, and the analysis of
locally situated meanings. Within interpretive anthropology, culture has often been conceptualized
as a system of symbols and meanings accessible through narratives, discourse, and representational
practices. Although this perspective has produced influential theoretical contributions, it also
presents important methodological limitations. Many dimensions of cultural practice involve tacit,
embodied, and situated forms of cognition that cannot be fully articulated through interviews or
textual interpretation alone. Processes such as sensory judgment, embodied coordination, attentional
regulation, practical reasoning, and interaction with material environments frequently occur within
the flow of action itself and therefore remain only partially accessible through verbal accounts.

At the same time, laboratory-based cognitive approaches have often examined cognition in
highly controlled settings that isolate mental processes from the social and material conditions in
which they emerge. Such approaches tend to treat cognition as an internal and individual
phenomenon detached from embodied practice, environmental structures, and social interaction. In
response to these limitations, cognitive ethnography has developed as an interdisciplinary
methodological orientation that conceptualizes cognition as situated, distributed, and dynamically
enacted within real-world activity.

Rather than locating cognition solely within the individual mind, cognitive ethnography
investigates how thinking, perception, memory, and decision-making processes are distributed
across bodies, artifacts, spatial environments, and interactional sequences. This perspective enables
researchers to examine how cultural knowledge is practically organized and reproduced through
embodied participation in everyday activities.

This article adopts a theoretical and analytical framework to examine the methodological
significance of cognitive ethnography for anthropology and related social sciences. It argues that
cognitive ethnography expands the analytical capacity of ethnographic inquiry by enabling the
systematic investigation of tacit cultural knowledge, embodied action, and situated cognition. In
addition, the article demonstrates how analytical procedures such as Modification—Taxonomy—
Queuing (MTQ) contribute to greater transparency and rigor in ethnographic interpretation by
reconstructing the sequential organization of action and decision-making processes. By
foregrounding cognition in action, cognitive ethnography extends anthropological analysis beyond
narratives and symbolic interpretation toward a more integrated understanding of culture,
embodiment, materiality, and social practice.

Discussion

The analytical value of cognitive ethnography becomes particularly visible in cultural practices
in which tacit knowledge and embodied coordination play central roles. Iranian carpet weaving
provides a significant example in this regard. Within weaving workshops, expertise is not
transmitted solely through verbal instruction or codified rules. Skilled weavers continuously
coordinate bodily movement, thread tension, visual attention, and rhythmic action while
simultaneously responding to the loom, design patterns, and surrounding environmental conditions.
Much of this knowledge remains difficult to verbalize because it is embodied, situational, and
acquired through repeated practice. Cognitive ethnography demonstrates how cognition emerges
through the interaction among the weaver’s body, material tools, spatial organization, and ongoing
activity. Through close observation and sequential analysis, researchers are able to reconstruct
forms of practical reasoning that often remain inaccessible through interview-based methods alone.

Ta’zieh performance offers another important illustration of distributed cognition and embodied
meaning-making. As a ritualized form of dramatic mourning, Ta’zieh generates meaning not only
through narrative discourse but also through vocal modulation, bodily gesture, spatial arrangement,
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and emotional synchronization between performers and audiences. Cognitive ethnography enables
the analysis of how attention, emotion, and collective perception are organized through sensory and
interactional processes. Strategic pauses, changes in vocal intensity, and ritual gestures function as
cultural technologies that shape experience in real time. Meaning therefore emerges through
embodied participation and sensory engagement rather than through symbolic interpretation alone.

The Zar ritual similarly demonstrates how cognition and experience are collectively produced
through coordinated interaction among rhythms, sounds, bodily movements, material objects, and
ritual environments. Such experiences cannot be adequately understood through verbal explanation
alone because perception and emotion emerge through participation in the ritual process itself.
Cognitive ethnography makes it possible to examine how sensory stimuli, social interaction, and
material arrangements contribute to experiential transformation.

An additional contribution of cognitive ethnography lies in its methodological rigor. The
analytical framework of Modification—Taxonomy—Queuing (MTQ) provides a systematic procedure
for reconstructing cognition in practice. Modification examines shifts in meaning across situations
and interactions; Taxonomy reconstructs local classificatory systems that organize perception and
action; and Queuing analyzes the sequential organization of responses and decisions within situated
interaction. Together, these procedures enhance analytical transparency and strengthen the
reliability of ethnographic interpretation by making the relationship among observation, analysis,
and theoretical conclusion more systematically traceable.

Conclusion

Cognitive ethnography provides anthropology with an important methodological and theoretical
expansion by enabling the study of cognition within the dynamic flow of action and social
interaction. Rather than focusing exclusively on narratives or symbolic interpretation, this approach
examines how cultural knowledge is embodied, distributed, and enacted within situated practice. It
is particularly valuable for investigating tacit forms of knowledge that cannot easily be verbalized
yet fundamentally shape everyday behavior, ritual performance, learning processes, and social
coordination.

This article has argued that cognition should not be understood solely as an internal mental
process located within individual minds. Instead, cognition emerges through the interaction of
bodies, tools, environments, spatial arrangements, and cultural practices. By shifting analytical
attention toward cognitive ecosystems, anthropologists are better positioned to examine how
cultural meaning is generated, maintained, and reproduced through participation in practical
activity. Concepts such as distributed cognition and cultural technologies therefore extend
anthropological analysis beyond textual representation and symbolic interpretation.

Examples drawn from Iranian cultural contexts further demonstrate the analytical value of this
approach. In carpet weaving, cognition is distributed across bodily techniques, material tools, and
workshop organization. In Ta’zieh performance, emotion and meaning are coordinated through
sensory, performative, and spatial arrangements that structure collective attention and emotional
engagement. Within the Zar ritual, cognition and experience emerge through rhythmic interaction,
sensory stimulation, and embodied participation. These cases illustrate how important dimensions
of cultural life often remain inaccessible through interview-centered methodologies.

The article has also shown that cognitive ethnography contributes to greater analytical
transparency and rigor in qualitative research. Procedures such as Modification—Taxonomy—
Queuing (MTQ) enable researchers to reconstruct the sequential organization of action and render
interpretive processes more systematically traceable. At the same time, cognitive ethnography faces
important limitations, including the risk of neglecting broader political and historical structures, as
well as ethical concerns related to observational technologies and informed consent. Consequently,
cognitive ethnography should be understood not as a replacement for interpretive or critical
anthropology, but as a complementary approach that broadens the analytical possibilities of
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ethnographic inquiry.
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Introduction

The atmosphere in a crowded medical clinic in Rasht at 7:30 p.m. is neither tense nor calm; it is
suspended. Patients lean against the walls, and despite the receptionist’s repeated requests for
companions to leave, few comply. This is not chaos but a situational suspension of formal logic. A
middle-aged woman gives her seat to another patient without reference to any official queue, while
a latecomer bypasses the line through a brief, familiar conversation with a staff member. Here, the
authority of formal time is undermined, yet a fragile and functional order persists.

This scene is not exceptional in Rasht. Similar patterns emerge in city-center parking facilities,
municipal offices, and local markets. Although formal temporal rules exist, they are routinely
stretched, suspended, or situationally reconstructed. This observation raises a central question: Why
does formal time fail to perform its intended function without paralyzing the city? When formal
temporal regimes lose authority, what mechanisms regulate waiting, delay, and the flow of urban
life?

This article argues that such situations are best understood as manifestations of situational
distinction within social space. The suspension of formal time is not distributed uniformly; rather, it
depends on an actor’s position and the volume of capital embodied in gestures, demeanor, and
modes of interaction. The capacity to advance one’s turn or impose delays on others constitutes a
form of symbolic capital. This form of dominance operates through symbolic violence—the
imposition of an unequal order that is nonetheless perceived as natural. In this framework, time
becomes a field of power in which actors possessing social legitimacy can claim temporal priority,
while others are relegated to waiting.

To analyze these processes, the study draws on rhythmanalysis. Henri Lefebvre demonstrated
that urban life is shaped by the interaction of multiple rhythms—bodily, institutional, and
infrastructural. Building on this insight, the article moves beyond description by conceptualizing
these temporal practices as ritual performances that situationally suspend formal authority. It also
engages with scholarship on Global South urbanism, where everyday life unfolds amid institutional
uncertainty.

The study identifies a conceptual gap in the literature: insufficient attention to ritual temporal
acts as mechanisms through which distinction is naturalized under conditions of institutional
instability. To address this gap, I introduce the concept of Ritual Temporal Regimes: recurrent
patterns of suspension and priority through which situational distinctions are embodied and
reproduced. The article makes three contributions: it conceptualizes suspended time as a negotiated
condition; links symbolic violence to rhythmanalysis; and demonstrates how urban functionality
under conditions of uncertainty is sustained through situational temporal adjustments.

Theoretical Framework: From Rhythms to Ritual Temporal Regimes

The theoretical architecture of this study is grounded in Henri Lefebvre’s rhythmanalysis, which
conceptualizes urban life as the interaction of time, space, and energy. Lefebvre’s (2004) distinction
between cyclical and linear rhythms suggests that urban existence consists of a polyrhythmic
ensemble of heterogeneous temporal orders that frequently exceed the boundaries of formal
scheduling (Edensor, 2010; Amin & Thrift, 2002). A key contribution of this approach is its
emphasis on embodiment: the rhythmanalyst apprehends pauses, accelerations, and interruptions
through the body itself (Lefebvre, 2004). In the Iranian context, this perspective resonates with
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Kazemi’s (2009) understanding of the city as a field of lived and embodied situations in which
everyday practices stabilize particular urban ways of life.

However, this study identifies a fundamental limitation in conventional rhythmanalysis: it often
describes temporal flows without adequately examining the power relations that enable, shape, or
constrain them (Sharma, 2014; Bear, 2016). Rhythms are frequently treated as expressions of
diversity rather than as indicators of structural inequality (Bourdieu, 2000). To address this
limitation, the study incorporates Pierre Bourdieu’s sociology of power. From a Bourdieusian
perspective, the capacity to pause, accelerate, or suspend formal procedures reflects an actor’s
position within social space (Bourdieu, 1990). Temporal capacity is not an individual attribute but a
structural one, contingent upon the volume of symbolic and social capital available to the actor.
Dominance operates through symbolic violence, whereby an unequal temporal order is naturalized
and experienced as the ordinary state of affairs (Bourdieu, 2000).

To bridge these perspectives, I introduce the concept of Ritual Temporal Regimes (RTRs).
Unlike lived rhythms, which are primarily phenomenological, RTRs are informal, recurrent, and
socially recognizable mechanisms that regulate priority and waiting through bodily performances
and relational codes. Whereas temporal rhythms in the Global North are often institutionalized and
formally coordinated (Zerubavel, 1981), in Global South cities such as Rasht, formal time is
frequently suspended or renegotiated through ritual acts such as intimate forms of address and
embodied gestures (Simone, 2014; Bayat, 2013).

Ultimately, RTRs function as a soft infrastructure of governance (Bear, 2016). In environments
characterized by institutional uncertainty (Roy, 2009; Simone, 2014), these regimes enable urban
life to continue despite the fragility of formal temporal arrangements. By combining rhythmanalysis
with the study of symbolic violence, this research demonstrates how temporal suspension operates
as a mechanism through which social distinction and practical forms of governance are reproduced
in contemporary urban Iran.

Conclusion: Rhythms as Time Politics

This article demonstrates that under conditions of institutional instability, urban time is regulated
not through the rigid enforcement of formal rules but through ritualized, embodied, and situational
regimes. A central finding is that institutional uncertainty does not produce temporal chaos; rather,
it generates Ritual Temporal Regimes (RTRs) that sustain urban functionality. This finding aligns
with studies suggesting that urban governance in the Global South depends less on rule compliance
than on situational adjustments and practical forms of consensus (Robinson, 2016; Simone, 2014).
In this sense, suspended time is not a disruption but a condition of possibility for urban livability
(Bear, 2016), challenging technocratic conceptions that treat time as a neutral and standardizable
variable (Sharma, 2014).

From a policy perspective, the study shows that efforts to impose a uniform temporal rhythm
through digitization or formalization are often counterproductive and exclusionary. Such
interventions frequently disregard existing ritual regimes and may inadvertently generate new forms
of marginalization (Auyero, 2012; Sharma, 2014). Consequently, time politics should extend
beyond concerns with efficiency and queue management to address thresholds of tolerance and
unequal access to temporal resources. This requires a renewed institutional imagination that
recognizes informal rhythms as practical resources of governance rather than obstacles to be
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eliminated (McFarlane, 2011).

Theoretically, the concept of RTRs enables us to move beyond conventional binaries such as
formal/informal and order/disorder. By extending the rhythmanalytical insights of Lefebvre (2004)
and Edensor (2010) from description to the analysis of power, this research conceptualizes time as a
fundamental instrument of social regulation. Cities function not despite the suspension of formal
time but, to a significant extent, through it. The key question for future research is therefore not how
urban time can be homogenized, but how existing temporal regimes might be transformed in ways
that reduce inequality while preserving urban livability.

Finally, while this study offers detailed insights into Rasht, its reliance on ethnographic research
conducted in a single city limits the broader generalizability of its findings. At the same time, this
limitation points toward a productive agenda for future comparative urban research—both within
Iran and across Global South cities—to distinguish broader structural patterns from locally specific
dynamics.
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Introduction

Ethnography has long occupied a central position within anthropology as a methodological
approach for understanding culture in the context of everyday social life. Classical ethnographic
traditions have emphasized participant observation, contextual interpretation, and the analysis of
locally situated meanings. Within interpretive anthropology, culture has often been conceptualized
as a system of symbols and meanings accessible through narratives, discourse, and representational
practices. Although this perspective has produced influential theoretical contributions, it also
presents important methodological limitations. Many dimensions of cultural practice involve tacit,
embodied, and situated forms of cognition that cannot be fully articulated through interviews or
textual interpretation alone. Processes such as sensory judgment, embodied coordination, attentional
regulation, practical reasoning, and interaction with material environments frequently occur within
the flow of action itself and therefore remain only partially accessible through verbal accounts.

At the same time, laboratory-based cognitive approaches have often examined cognition in
highly controlled settings that isolate mental processes from the social and material conditions in
which they emerge. Such approaches tend to treat cognition as an internal and individual
phenomenon detached from embodied practice, environmental structures, and social interaction. In
response to these limitations, cognitive ethnography has developed as an interdisciplinary
methodological orientation that conceptualizes cognition as situated, distributed, and dynamically
enacted within real-world activity.

Rather than locating cognition solely within the individual mind, cognitive ethnography
investigates how thinking, perception, memory, and decision-making processes are distributed
across bodies, artifacts, spatial environments, and interactional sequences. This perspective enables
researchers to examine how cultural knowledge is practically organized and reproduced through
embodied participation in everyday activities.

This article adopts a theoretical and analytical framework to examine the methodological
significance of cognitive ethnography for anthropology and related social sciences. It argues that
cognitive ethnography expands the analytical capacity of ethnographic inquiry by enabling the
systematic investigation of tacit cultural knowledge, embodied action, and situated cognition. In
addition, the article demonstrates how analytical procedures such as Modification—Taxonomy—
Queuing (MTQ) contribute to greater transparency and rigor in ethnographic interpretation by
reconstructing the sequential organization of action and decision-making processes. By
foregrounding cognition in action, cognitive ethnography extends anthropological analysis beyond
narratives and symbolic interpretation toward a more integrated understanding of culture,
embodiment, materiality, and social practice.

Discussion

The analytical value of cognitive ethnography becomes particularly visible in cultural practices
in which tacit knowledge and embodied coordination play central roles. Iranian carpet weaving
provides a significant example in this regard. Within weaving workshops, expertise is not
transmitted solely through verbal instruction or codified rules. Skilled weavers continuously
coordinate bodily movement, thread tension, visual attention, and rhythmic action while
simultaneously responding to the loom, design patterns, and surrounding environmental conditions.
Much of this knowledge remains difficult to verbalize because it is embodied, situational, and



Iranian Journal of Anthropology, Vol. 22, No. 41. Autumn and Winter 2026 79

acquired through repeated practice. Cognitive ethnography demonstrates how cognition emerges
through the interaction among the weaver’s body, material tools, spatial organization, and ongoing
activity. Through close observation and sequential analysis, researchers are able to reconstruct
forms of practical reasoning that often remain inaccessible through interview-based methods alone.

Ta’zieh performance offers another important illustration of distributed cognition and embodied
meaning-making. As a ritualized form of dramatic mourning, Ta’zieh generates meaning not only
through narrative discourse but also through vocal modulation, bodily gesture, spatial arrangement,
and emotional synchronization between performers and audiences. Cognitive ethnography enables
the analysis of how attention, emotion, and collective perception are organized through sensory and
interactional processes. Strategic pauses, changes in vocal intensity, and ritual gestures function as
cultural technologies that shape experience in real time. Meaning therefore emerges through
embodied participation and sensory engagement rather than through symbolic interpretation alone.

The Zar ritual similarly demonstrates how cognition and experience are collectively produced
through coordinated interaction among rhythms, sounds, bodily movements, material objects, and
ritual environments. Such experiences cannot be adequately understood through verbal explanation
alone because perception and emotion emerge through participation in the ritual process itself.
Cognitive ethnography makes it possible to examine how sensory stimuli, social interaction, and
material arrangements contribute to experiential transformation.

An additional contribution of cognitive ethnography lies in its methodological rigor. The
analytical framework of Modification—Taxonomy—Queuing (MTQ) provides a systematic procedure
for reconstructing cognition in practice. Modification examines shifts in meaning across situations
and interactions; Taxonomy reconstructs local classificatory systems that organize perception and
action; and Queuing analyzes the sequential organization of responses and decisions within situated
interaction. Together, these procedures enhance analytical transparency and strengthen the
reliability of ethnographic interpretation by making the relationship among observation, analysis,
and theoretical conclusion more systematically traceable.

Conclusion

Cognitive ethnography provides anthropology with an important methodological and theoretical
expansion by enabling the study of cognition within the dynamic flow of action and social
interaction. Rather than focusing exclusively on narratives or symbolic interpretation, this approach
examines how cultural knowledge is embodied, distributed, and enacted within situated practice. It
is particularly valuable for investigating tacit forms of knowledge that cannot easily be verbalized
yet fundamentally shape everyday behavior, ritual performance, learning processes, and social
coordination.

This article has argued that cognition should not be understood solely as an internal mental
process located within individual minds. Instead, cognition emerges through the interaction of
bodies, tools, environments, spatial arrangements, and cultural practices. By shifting analytical
attention toward cognitive ecosystems, anthropologists are better positioned to examine how
cultural meaning is generated, maintained, and reproduced through participation in practical
activity. Concepts such as distributed cognition and cultural technologies therefore extend
anthropological analysis beyond textual representation and symbolic interpretation.

Examples drawn from Iranian cultural contexts further demonstrate the analytical value of this
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approach. In carpet weaving, cognition is distributed across bodily techniques, material tools, and
workshop organization. In Ta’zieh performance, emotion and meaning are coordinated through
sensory, performative, and spatial arrangements that structure collective attention and emotional
engagement. Within the Zar ritual, cognition and experience emerge through rhythmic interaction,
sensory stimulation, and embodied participation. These cases illustrate how important dimensions
of cultural life often remain inaccessible through interview-centered methodologies.

The article has also shown that cognitive ethnography contributes to greater analytical
transparency and rigor in qualitative research. Procedures such as Modification—Taxonomy—
Queuing (MTQ) enable researchers to reconstruct the sequential organization of action and render
interpretive processes more systematically traceable. At the same time, cognitive ethnography faces
important limitations, including the risk of neglecting broader political and historical structures, as
well as ethical concerns related to observational technologies and informed consent. Consequently,
cognitive ethnography should be understood not as a replacement for interpretive or critical
anthropology, but as a complementary approach that broadens the analytical possibilities of
ethnographic inquiry.
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Table 1: General specifications of Participants according to gender and local origin
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Table 2 :The Items of Self-Concept Scale
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Table 3. Categorization of Scale Scores Based on the Minimum and Maximum Scores of participants
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Table 4. An instance for the conceptinal Coding related to the first theme: family teachings
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Table 5. An instance for Conceptual coding related to second theme: Ideal student
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Table 6. An Instance for conceptional coding related to the Third Theme: Tehrani’Dignity
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Table 7.An instance of conceptual coding related to the forth theme: symbolic resistance
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Following the recent wave of deportations of Afghans from Iran, the phrase
“the Afghan human” has repeatedly appeared in public discussions and
written commentaries. This article begins from that repetition and asks: when
we speak of “the Afghan human,” through which relationships and forces is
this person understood? I argue that in many accounts of deportation, the
relational horizon of the human is rapidly narrowed. Among the diverse
network of relations that shape refugee life, one relationship tends to
dominate: the relationship to law and to the agents of the Iranian nation-state.
As a result, family, neighborhood, UNHCR, neighboring states, war,
poverty, and the long history of protracted migration often disappear from
view.

Drawing on long-term ethnographic research among Hazara Afghan
families in Iran, this article shows that legal precarity, deportation, and
poverty cannot be understood through law alone. These experiences do not
occur in a vacuum. Rather, they sediment within everyday life and acquire
meaning through familial, marital, parental, neighborhood, and caregiving
relations. Focusing on the births of three children in the lives of Leila and
Ahmad, the article examines how civil war and displacement continue years
later and miles away from the battlefield, persisting in bodies, names,
identity documents, memories, and social relationships. The central finding
of the article is that protracted migration becomes a form of life in its own
right: a condition in which law, war, and poverty are experienced and
continually reconfigured not outside, but through, multiple forms of
relationality.
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Introduction

In one of his paintings, Afghan Hazara artist Khadim Ali reimagines the children’s game of
snakes and ladders as a world of interrupted movement and fragile hope. Ladders promise ascent,
yet snakes repeatedly return players to earlier positions. For many Afghan Hazara migrants in Iran,
life unfolds through a similar temporality: moments of possibility repeatedly collapse into renewed
uncertainty. Yet despite these reversals, people continue moving, caring, marrying, raising children,
and imagining futures for one another.

What compels people to migrate again after repeated failures, deportation, racism, and
disappointed hopes? Existing scholarship often explains migration through war, persecution,
poverty, or legal exclusion. Such explanations are indispensable, particularly in the Afghan case.
Yet they sometimes struggle to account for how war, legal precarity, and displacement become
mediated through everyday urban and kinship relations. Nor do they fully explain why migration
persists after failed attempts or why people repeatedly expose themselves to danger.

What remains less examined is how migration may itself emerge from moral and relational
obligations: the responsibility to sustain loved ones, preserve intimacy, secure a child’s future, or
remain possible to one another under increasingly difficult conditions. Following recent
deportations of Afghans from Iran, public discussions have increasingly invoked “the Afghan
human,” often emphasizing refugees’ vulnerability before law and state power. While crucial, such
framings risk narrowing displacement to a singular relation with the nation-state. Refugees inhabit
not only legal precarity but dense worlds of kinship, care, dependency, resentment, and ethical
responsibility. Migration decisions emerge not only from spectacular and coercive state violence
but also from attempts to repair strained relationships, maintain dignity, and preserve fragile
possibilities of ordinary life.

Drawing on long-term ethnographic engagement with Hazara migrants in Mashhad and sustained
contact with one family over more than a decade, this article follows Leila and Ahmad through the
births of their three children across Iran, Afghanistan, and Europe. Rather than treating
displacement as a succession of crises, it examines how war and legal insecurity settle into intimate
life and how migration becomes woven into the ordinary labor of caring for others under conditions
in which ladders repeatedly turn into snakes.

Findings

The article follows the lives of Leila and Ahmad, an Afghan Hazara couple born and raised in
Mashhad, whose trajectories illuminate how protracted displacement becomes woven into intimate
life. Rather than centering migration as a single rupture, their story reveals how decisions to move
emerge gradually through accumulated disappointments, legal uncertainty, kinship tensions, and
fragile aspirations for ordinary life. The births of their three children—across Iran, Afghanistan, and
Europe—serve as an ethnographic thread through which the sedimentation of war and displacement
can be traced across time and space.
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Ahmed’s repeated attempts at migration cannot be understood solely through legal restriction or
economic deprivation, even though both mattered deeply. His experiences were also shaped by
tensions surrounding masculinity, marriage, and kinship obligations. Unable to provide the
bridewealth and material assurances expected within prevailing norms of marriage, and carrying the
stigma of legal insecurity and family instability, he resisted the normative image of the successful
husband and father: a good provider whose capacity to sustain his family depended on accepting
degrading, dangerous work that stripped men of dignity and often returned home as anger,
resentment, or violence. Leila, by contrast, remained committed to sustaining their life together
despite periods of family estrangement, economic hardship, and repeated mobility. Their
relationship unfolded amid tensions between attachment and withdrawal, obligation and exhaustion,
hope and disappointment.

The article also shows how experiences of war exceed the battlefield and continue to shape
relations among civilians long after displacement. Official narratives of migration frequently
emphasized familiar categories—war, insecurity, poverty, and legal discrimination. Yet more
intimate histories surfaced only indirectly: in rumors, moments of hesitation, quiet confessions, and
everyday conversations. Stories of betrayal, abandonment, broken kinship ties, lost children, and
unequal obligations circulated beneath more public accounts of suffering. Civil war, in this sense,
endured not only in memories of violence but in damaged relations, moral ambiguities, and
unresolved grievances carried into migrant life.

Against this background, migration repeatedly appeared as a ladder toward stability, only to
collapse into renewed precarity through deportation, bureaucratic uncertainty, racism, poverty, or
family fragmentation. Yet amid these uncertainties, relationships of care—between spouses,
siblings, children, neighbors, and strangers—remained crucial to sustaining life. The ordinary thus
emerges not as the opposite of crisis, but as the terrain through which the after effects of war and
displacement are endured, negotiated, and occasionally transformed.

Conclusion

This article has argued that the lives of Hazara migrants in Iran cannot be understood solely
through the language of legal exclusion, humanitarian vulnerability, or episodic crisis. While
encounters with the state—through deportation, documentation, border regimes, and bureaucratic
uncertainty—remain profoundly important, they represent only one dimension of migrant life. War
and displacement do not arrive in isolation and then disappear; rather, they settle into the textures of
everyday existence, reshaping kinship obligations, moral expectations, aspirations, and possibilities
for sustaining relationships over time.

Through the ethnographic story of Leila and Ahmad, the article has shown how protracted
displacement unfolds not as a sequence of isolated catastrophes but through the cumulative erosion
of livable futures. Decisions to migrate repeatedly emerged not only from war or poverty alone, but
from tensions within family life, experiences of humiliation, blocked forms of social mobility, legal
insecurity, and the desire to preserve intimacy and care under increasingly unstable conditions.
Migration, in this sense, became less a singular response to crisis than an enduring mode of
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inhabiting uncertainty.

The births of Leila and Ahmad’s three children—marked each time by the question of who could
or could not accompany Leila—provide a lens through which these transformations become visible.
Each birth took place under different political and social conditions, yet all were shaped by absence,
interrupted kinship, fragile infrastructures of care, and uncertain futures. If war appeared to continue
long after its official endings, it did so through altered relationships, suspended possibilities, and the
ordinary labor of endurance. The article therefore suggests that the afterlives of violence are not
only preserved in memory or trauma, but sedimented within everyday social worlds.

Returning to the metaphor of snakes and ladders, the article proposes that displacement often
unfolds through unstable movements in which moments of hope repeatedly transform into renewed
precarity. Ladders—education, migration, marriage, legal recognition, work, or family
reunification—may unexpectedly become snakes, returning migrants to earlier forms of uncertainty.
Yet life continues through efforts to cultivate relations of care within constrained circumstances.
Attending to these fragile forms of relational endurance makes visible dimensions of refugee life
that remain obscured when migrants are reduced to abstract, legal, humanitarian subjects. Rather
than viewing migration as a temporary interruption awaiting resolution, the article understands
protracted displacement as an uncanny ordinary: a form of life in which care, kinship, and
endurance persist under the constant threat of collapse.
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The purpose of the present study is to conduct a sociological analysis of
the influence of superstitious beliefs on the lifestyle of residents in District 4
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Introduction

Superstition, like an unwanted shadow, has long cast a pall over human societies, trapping the
human mind within a cage of irrational and scientifically unsupported beliefs. This phenomenon,
rooted in ignorance, fear, and sometimes psychological and social predispositions, not only
influences individuals’ thought processes and decision-making but also broadly affects lifestyles,
social relations, and even the trajectory of societal progress and development. Belief in practices
such as astrology, fortune-telling, the evil eye, and various forms of divination, while perhaps
perceived initially as entertainment or an escape from problems, effectively deters individuals from
relying on rationality, effort, and scientific planning. Instead, it steers them towards passivity,
fatalism, and absolute reliance on supernatural factors. This approach not only deprives individuals
of the dynamism necessary for work and thought but also fosters the prevalence of superstition,
aimlessness, and a weakness in confronting life’s actual challenges. Given that a significant portion
of the population in our society, like in many others, still adheres to these superstitious beliefs, and
these beliefs influence various aspects of their daily lives (as indicated by the 2001 research), a
deeper understanding of how this phenomenon forms, persists, and impacts people’s lives is
essential. Identifying the social, cultural, and psychological factors contributing to the spread of
superstitions and comprehending their consequences can serve as a crucial step towards enhancing
public awareness, promoting critical thinking, and ultimately, creating the necessary conditions for

the comprehensive progress and development of the country.

Therefore, this research aims to illuminate the various dimensions of superstition’s impact on
people’s way of life through in-depth analysis and examination of this phenomenon. By identifying
the key factors contributing to the persistence of these beliefs, it seeks to offer strategies for

countering them.

Discussion

Superstitious beliefs have long formed part of human societies, providing interpretive
frameworks through which individuals understand uncertainty, misfortune, and everyday events.
This phenomenon, often associated with uncertainty, fear, and various psychological and social
factors, not only influences individuals’ thought processes and decision-making but also broadly
affects lifestyles, social relations, and even the trajectory of social progress and development. Belief
in practices such as astrology, fortune-telling, the evil eye, and various forms of divination, while
perhaps initially perceived as entertainment or an escape from problems, may, in some contexts,
reduce reliance on rational, evidence-based forms of decision-making and planning. Instead, it may

encourage more fatalistic interpretations of events and greater reliance on supernatural explanations.
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This orientation may influence individuals' motivation, sense of agency, and approaches to
problem-solving, while also contributing to the reproduction of such beliefs and shaping how
individuals respond to life's actual challenges. Given that a significant portion of the population in
our society, as in many others, still adheres to these superstitious beliefs, and that these beliefs
influence various aspects of daily life (as indicated by the 2001 research), a deeper understanding of
how this phenomenon is formed, persists, and affects people's lives is essential. Identifying the
social, cultural, and psychological factors contributing to the spread of superstition and
understanding its consequences can serve as a crucial step toward enhancing public awareness,
promoting critical thinking, and ultimately creating the necessary conditions for the comprehensive

progress and development of the country.

Therefore, this research aims to illuminate the various dimensions of superstition's impact on
people's way of life through an in-depth analysis and examination of this phenomenon. By
identifying the key factors contributing to the persistence of these beliefs, it seeks to offer strategies

for countering them.

Conclusion

This study concludes that superstitions are a persistent and integral component of the social
fabric, transcending historical eras and adapting to modern contexts. The research demonstrates that
superstitions are not merely remnants of the past but continue to function as active "social facts"
that exert influence on individual behavior and lifestyle choices. The core finding—that
superstitions coexist with modern urbanity while simultaneously acting as a regulatory force—
suggests that cultural modernization in societies such as Tehran is a non-linear and multifaceted
process. The forms of modernity observed may coexist with underlying value systems that continue
to be shaped by traditional and superstitious mechanisms, thereby moderating the extent of

individualization.

The investigation further indicates that the function of superstition has evolved; in the modern
era, one of its primary roles appears to be the management of psychological uncertainty and the
provision of a sense of control within a complex and unpredictable socio-economic environment.
By providing a sense of perceived control, superstitions may offer emotional stability to individuals
facing systemic instabilities. Consequently, attempts to completely eliminate superstitious beliefs
may prove challenging, as such beliefs appear to serve enduring psychological and sociological
functions that are not always addressed through scientific knowledge alone. Ultimately, fostering a
more rational and progressive society may require more than the expansion of knowledge
(information and data); it may also depend on the cultivation of wisdom, understood as the

integration of logic, philosophy, and ethics. Addressing the impact of superstitions therefore
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requires a holistic approach that acknowledges underlying social pressures and the human need for
psychological security. Future research should examine how these evolving superstitions interact
with digital technologies and how changing forms of social capital in urban environments continue

to reshape the relationship between traditional beliefs and modern identities.
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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Stroke is a leading cause of mortality and disability worldwide and the
most common cause of adult disability in Iran. Its consequences extend
beyond survivors, profoundly affecting family members and significant
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burden and its physical and psychological effects, caregiving itself has
Revised 30 April 2026 received less attention as a relational and moral phenomenon. This study
Accepted 10 June 2026 explores the lived experiences of family caregivers of stroke survivors,

focusing on how caregiving transforms time, meaning, identity, and social
relations. Adopting a narrative ethnographic approach within medical

anthropology, the study draws on participant observation, semi-structured
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Care, caregiving settings. Narrative-interpretive analysis identifies three major
Care-Full Living, themes. The first is suspended time, in which ordinary rhythms of everyday
Informal Caregivers, life are disrupted and caregivers inhabit an extended, exhausting present. The
Narrative Ethnography, second is ambiguous loss, whereby caregivers confront the presence of a
Stroke. loved one who remains physically alive but is no longer the person they once

knew. The third is becoming a caregiver, a process through which caregiving
gradually becomes a central component of identity. The findings show that
kinship obligations, moral commitments, and social expectations play a
crucial role in sustaining caregiving practices. This study argues that care is
not merely a set of practical activities undertaken in response to illness;
rather, it constitutes a mode of engagement with vulnerability, suffering, and
moral responsibility. On this basis, the concept of Care-Full Living is
proposed as a conceptual horizon through which caregiving can be
understood not simply as a response to crisis but as a way of being in the
world emerging through sustained encounters with vulnerability, suffering,
and responsibility.
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Introduction

Stroke is one of the leading causes of long-term disability worldwide. Advances in medicine
have increased survival rates, yet many stroke survivors continue to live for years with physical,
cognitive, and communicative impairments. Consequently, much of the responsibility for care shifts
from hospitals and rehabilitation centers to the home, where family members assume primary
caregiving roles. Assistance with daily activities, emotional support, treatment management, and
continuous accompaniment become integrated into everyday family life.

A substantial body of research has examined caregiver burden, burnout, anxiety, depression, and
quality of life among caregivers. While these studies have provided valuable insights into the
consequences of caregiving, they have generally framed care in terms of tasks, responsibilities, and
burdens. As a result, its existential, moral, and relational dimensions have received comparatively
less attention. Care is not merely something people do; it is an experience that transforms how
individuals inhabit the world, understand themselves, and relate to others.

Medical anthropologists such as Arthur Kleinman, Michael Jackson, Pauline Boss, and Arthur
Frank have emphasized the importance of understanding the lived experience of illness, suffering,
and care. Kleinman’s concept of moral experience directs attention to what is at stake in everyday
life. Pauline Boss’s notion of ambiguous loss provides a framework for understanding situations in
which a person remains physically present while undergoing profound transformation. Likewise,
Arthur Frank has shown that narrative, with its disruptions, tensions, and discontinuities, is not
merely a means of representing experience but also a way of living through disorder and sustaining
life amid uncertainty.

Despite the significance of these perspectives, relatively few studies in Iran have examined the
experiences of family caregivers of stroke survivors. Most existing research has focused on the
psychological or clinical dimensions of caregiving while paying less attention to how caregivers
understand and narrate their experiences. This study seeks to address this gap by demonstrating how
caregiving reshapes experiences of time, relationships, identity, and the lifeworld of caregivers.
Accordingly, the central question is how caregivers of stroke survivors narratively configure their
experiences and what underlying logics and structures of meaning shape those experiences.

Discussion

As participants’ narratives reveal, the experience of care cannot be adequately explained through
concepts such as psychological distress, fatigue, or caregiver burden alone. Rather, these narratives
depict entry into a world in which time, loss, responsibility, and identity acquire new meanings.

The first major theme is suspended time. Caregivers repeatedly described inhabiting a temporal
condition that belonged neither to the past nor to a clearly imaginable future. Daily schedules, sleep
patterns, employment, education, and social relationships were reorganized around caregiving
demands. Many participants felt trapped in an extended and exhausting present—one without a
clear endpoint, where full recovery or the conclusion of caregiving responsibilities often seemed
unattainable. For these caregivers, time was neither linear nor cyclical but fragmented and
disrupted. The exhaustion of caregiving stemmed not only from the demands of daily tasks but also
from the endless continuation of this condition and the need to live within a newly constituted
temporal order.

The second major theme is ambiguous loss. Caregivers frequently moved between memories of
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the person before the stroke and the person they encountered afterward. They lived alongside
someone who remained physically present but who, in many respects, was no longer the same
parent, spouse, sibling, or relative they once knew. Consequently, they experienced a form of
mourning that could never be fully completed because loss had occurred without death. This
condition placed them at the boundary between hope and despair, presence and absence, and past
and present. Such experiences constitute one of the deepest dimensions of caregiving-related
suffering.

The third theme concerns the process of becoming a caregiver. Participants’ narratives
demonstrated that caregiving gradually evolved from a temporary responsibility into a central
aspect of personal identity. Many described altered educational trajectories, career paths, and
intimate relationships. At the same time, positive social feedback contributed to the stabilization of
this identity. Expressions of admiration, appreciation, and respect served as sources of meaning and
motivation while simultaneously making it increasingly difficult to step away from caregiving
responsibilities. Under such circumstances, caregiving becomes not merely a duty but also a moral
and identity-forming position.

The findings further suggest that continued caregiving cannot be explained solely by cultural
norms, social values, or individual choice. Kinship obligations, shared memories, feelings of
indebtedness, emotional attachment, and moral responsibility collectively sustain caregiving
relationships. From this perspective, caregiving is less the result of a single conscious decision than
an ongoing process that is continuously reproduced and reinforced over time.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that caring for stroke survivors cannot be adequately understood solely
through concepts such as caregiver burden, psychological distress, or burnout. Although these
dimensions are undeniably part of the caregiving experience, participants’ narratives reveal care to
be a profoundly moral, relational, and existential phenomenon that permeates all aspects of life.

The study also highlights that caregivers live within a condition of suspended time, in which the
ordinary order of life is disrupted and future horizons are obscured by uncertainty. Simultaneously,
they confront forms of ambiguous loss that prevent the completion of mourning. Through these
experiences, caregiving gradually becomes a central aspect of personal identity, transforming how
individuals understand themselves and their relationships with others.

The findings further emphasize the importance of narrative in sustaining caregivers’ lives.
Narratives are not merely retrospective accounts of experience; they are ways of giving meaning to
suffering, enduring uncertainty, and continuing life under difficult circumstances. In this sense,
narrative may be understood as a moral practice through which individuals reconstruct themselves
amid demanding and often exhausting experiences.

More broadly, this study argues that care is not merely a response to illness or disability. Rather,
it constitutes a confrontation with human vulnerability—one that compels individuals to reconsider
their relationships with others, suffering, and moral responsibility. From this perspective, Care-Full
Living is proposed as the study’s central conceptual contribution. Care-Full Living refers not simply
to the performance of caregiving practices but to an ethical orientation toward the world that places
attentiveness to vulnerability, responsiveness to others, and responsibility at the center of social life.

Although this concept emerges from the narratives of caregivers of stroke survivors, its
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analytical potential extends beyond the context of stroke to illuminate broader forms of living with
vulnerability, dependency, uncertainty, and suffering. The findings suggest that caregiving offers a
wider perspective for understanding life under such conditions. In this sense, Care-Full Living may
be understood not merely as a description of a particular situation but as a conceptual horizon for
reflecting on human relationships, suffering, and moral responsibility in the contemporary world.
Exploring its possibilities and limitations in other empirical settings may provide a productive
direction for future research in the anthropology of care, suffering, and lived experience.

Care-Full Living thus directs attention not only to what is at stake in people’s lives but also to
how individuals reconstruct their lifeworlds and relationships through sustained encounters with
vulnerability and suffering. As such, the concept may help extend studies of care beyond the
domain of moral experience toward broader questions of living, being, and remaining alongside
others.
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This research, based on interdisciplinary approaches of anthropology and
sociology in archaeological analysis, investigates the process of cultural
hegemony formation and the mechanisms of producing order and legitimacy
through coercive power and consent during the Seleucids period. The
Seleucids period coincided with political and cultural confrontation between
Greeks and Iranian societies, as well as deep social, intellectual, and religious
transformations in Iran, which can be observed and interpreted through
material data such as architecture, statues of Gods, coins,pottery, and burial
practices. During this period, the spread of Hellenic culture led to the decline
of many elements of the Achaemenid culture, and a new model called
“Hellenic culture”’emerged with distinct social and cultural traditions.The
replacement of Achaemenid architectural styles with Greek elements and
decorations, the spread of temples and statues related to Greek Gods, and the
emergence of new types of pottery and changes in burial rituals are among the
most significant manifestations of this cultural transformation. The reflection
of'this cultural hegemony is particularly visible in western Iran. In this context,
the city of Nahavand, due to its diverse Hellenistic archaeological data—
including Greek inscriptions, architectural elements, and burial structures
(tumuli)}—holds a prominent position in the study of this phenomenon.
Therefore, this research focuses on this region to analyze the dimensions of
Hellenic hegemony. The research methodology is based on combined field
and library studies, and the data have been analyzed using a historical-
analytical approach. The fieldwork focuses on excavation findings in the
Dokhaharan district and the Naqqarechi Tumulus in Nahavand.
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Introduction
"Hellenism" begins with the entry of "Alexander the Great" (336 BCE) into Asia and also
encompasses a large part of the Parthian era. However, the decisive outcome of Alexander's
campaigns was not the conquest of the Achaemenid Empire; these territorial gains were soon lost
after Alexander's death. What proved to be truly decisive was the Greek cultural influence in these
regions. It is worth recalling that prior to the arrival of the Seleucids, some Greek artists and craftsmen
had worked for the Achaemenids, but these instances were rare phenomena. In contrast, with
Alexander and during the period following him, Greek culture in its various manifestations penetrated
the East, and its influence endured for several centuries. This expanse, from Iran to its easternmost
point—namely, the city of Ai Khanoum on the banks of the Amu Darya in Afghanistan, with its
construction of a Greek temple—stands as clear evidence of this culture's influence [under the
designation of "Hellenizing culture"]. In this regard, we need only mention the coins, on which the
inscriptions are mainly in Greek, especially at the beginning of this period, and often bear the epithet
"philhellene" (Shippman, 2011: 6). In this study, the influence of Hellenic culture (the Hellenistic /
Hellenizing era) is analyzed through the sociological lens of "Antonio Gramsci" under the title "Greek
Hegemony." "Hegemony," in its theoretical sense, is a concept that refers to the enduring and
multidimensional domination of one group or center of power over another society (Gramsci, 1971;
2000), which will be further elaborated within the theoretical framework.

Research Questions and Hypotheses: The propositions of this research are dedicated to
identifying the signs of Greek hegemony in Nahavand. The first proposition asks: how can the
observed differences in religious structure, as manifested in temples and burial practices, along with
the accompanying specific rituals, be interpreted within the framework of the mechanisms of
production and representation of social status in a society? And to what extent can these distinctions
express a symbolic order that transcends mere political domination? The second proposition focuses
on the position of temples within this ritual order, particularly the temple of Laodicea attributed to
"Antiochus III," which, in terms of its architecture and associated objects, holds a distinctive status.
Within this framework, the following questions arise: what phenomena, and in what ways, play a role
in the representation of power, sanctity, and a possible cultural order? Can it be regarded as a symbolic
mediator of the production of meaning and social legitimacy? What was the role of temple
construction in consolidating the rule of the Seleucids? Finally, the main issue is whether, based on
the Seleucid archaeological evidence from Nahavand, one can speak of a modified concept of
"Hellenic cultural hegemony"—a concept in which power has also played a role not only through
governmental institutions but also through ritual, religion, and cultural consent.

Discussion

In the introduction and definition of hegemony, it was noted that this phenomenon rests on two main
pillars: first, "coercion," meaning the political and military capacity to impose one's will and enforce
laws; and second, "consent," meaning the capacity to shape the worldview, values, and "common
sense" within a society through institutions such as education, religion, media, and tradition, in such
a way that the existing order appears natural (Gramsci, 1971; 2000). On this basis, over approximately
one century of unquestioned dominance, and over several centuries in the deeper layers of various
parts of the cultural realm of Iran, the Greeks made use of both of these fundamental pillars in
consolidating their rule. The following analysis of this research will be explained accordingly.
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- First, "Coercion': This refers to the political and military capacity to impose one's will and
enforce laws, which the Greeks achieved through their invasion of Iran and the conquest of the
Achaemenid Empire. In this process and its earliest manifestations, it takes shape through the
confrontations of Alexander, and subsequently, his successors—from Seleucus I to Antiochus VII—
continually engaged in regional and transregional wars, consistently seeking to maintain and impose
their dominance through military force. For example, one can mention the campaign of Seleucus (308
BCE) to the eastern regions against Sandracottus (Chandragupta), or his other campaign (in 301 BCE)
to Syria, in which he defeated Antigonus (Shippman, 2011: 23). Other notable wars of this period
include the conflicts with Egypt during two different timeframes concerning the expansion of
maritime borders. In one of these wars, Antiochus III alone was able to consolidate his power and
influence, at least nominally, in Bactria and the Far East (209-205 BCE), acquired the title "Great
King," and obtained substantial booty (Bikerman, 2010: 104). These instances represent only a part
of the Seleucid conflicts based on "coercion" from Gramsci's perspective.

- Second, "Consent': This refers to the capacity to shape the worldview, values, and "common
sense" within a society through institutions such as education, religion, media, and tradition, in such
a way that the existing order appears natural. Manifestations of this can be examined and studied
through the construction of temples in regions such as Nahavand and Khurheh, as well as the burial
of Hephaestion in Hamadan and the Tumulus of Nugharchi (Nagharechi) in Nahavand, along with
the presence of various Greek sculptures and deities—particularly the statue of Hercules at Bisotun
(Baghestan), located in one of the key ideological centers of the cultural realm of Iran—and the
change of language in inscriptions and coins.

Conclusion
The outcome of the research indicates that the findings from the Nahavand county —particularly the
Greek inscription of Antiochus attesting to the presence of the Temple of Laodicea, as well as the
archaeological findings in two areas, the Do-Khaharan (Two Sisters) neighborhood and the
Nagharechi tomb, with their Greek (Hellenic) traditions represent part of the manifestations of
Hellenic hegemony in western Iran. This position demonstrates the consolidation of Hellenic cultural
hegemony by Alexander and his successors in Iranian society following the Achaemenid Empire.
Accordingly, the replacement of Iranian culture with Greek culture should be interpreted as Hellenic
hegemony, since the signs of the formation of the mechanisms of power and domination of Greek
culture, and its political, religious, linguistic, and other influences, cast a shadow until the end of the
Parthian period and continued until the emergence of Sasanian society. In this research, through the
formulation of questions concerning the nature and quality of the hegemony of Hellenic culture in
Iranian society during the period following the Achaemenid Empire, based on the Seleucid
archaeological findings from the city of Nahavand, hypotheses were proposed, the evaluation of
which is presented below.

First Hypothesis: The construction of temples, particularly the Temple of Laodicea in Nahavand
by Antiochus III and its dedication to the Queen, likely reflects a ritual process aimed at producing
and consolidating the social status of the Seleucids in line with the primary objective of the campaigns
of Alexander and his successors, the "Hellenization of Iran"by employing "soft power" alongside
"hard power." Based on the findings presented, this hypothesis aligns with the statements of Bikerman
(2010) regarding the "Hellenization of the East" and is confirmed. Within this framework, these
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distinctions are considered not merely the result of individual differences but rather part of an
organized symbolic order that consistently played an essential role in the formal institutions of power
within Hellenic society as it established itself in conquered territories. This proposition holds true to
the extent that the Seleucids typically named the cities they founded during this period after their
kings or wives; the naming of Seleucid-period Nahavand as "Laodicea" is an instance of this practice.

Second Hypothesis: This emphasizes that the construction of temples played a fundamental role
in the representation of power, sanctity, and a possible cultural order, because, after conquering any
of the cities they invaded, the Greeks first proceeded to replace religious symbols. A clear example
of this is the construction of the statue of Hercules at Bisotun, the building of a temple in Nahavand
(with an inscription placed at its entrance) and at Khurheh in Mahallat, and the replacement of
religious symbols on the inscriptions and coins minted during the Seleucid period (such as the image
of the goddess of victory, Nike), which necessarily implied a transformation of governmental and
official structures. This hypothesis is further confirmed by the construction of the Temple of Laodicea
and its dedication to Queen Laodice (sister-wife of Antiochus), according to the text of the Greek
inscription discovered in Nahavand. All this evidence indicates the establishment and consolidation
of the mechanisms of power and Greek cultural domination from the time of Alexander and his
successors in Iranian society. The effects of this hegemony in the political, religious, and linguistic
spheres continued at least until the Parthian period and laid the groundwork for the cultural
developments preceding the formation of Sasanian society.
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The city of Kerman has been hosting a significant population of Afghan
immigrants for decades. Two population groups live side by side in this city:
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Introduction

There is widespread migration of Afghans to the city of Kerman, which is located near the
Afghan border and is a major destination for migrants due to the availability of jobs. The third
generation of these migrants, who were born and raised in Iran, are teenagers who are descendants
of second-generation migrants were born in Kerman and have faced challenges in the process of
linguistic identity assimilation includes adjusting accent, vocabulary, and speech patterns with the
Kerman dialect. This generation has been exposed to the dominant Iranian educational system,
digital media, and social interactions since birth, and has often marginalized their native language or
dialect.

Linguistic assimilation is a complex process in which migrants are pressured to abandon their
native language and cultural identity. This linguistic and cultural transition can lead to identity
crises, cultural dislocation, and psychological stress, especially when individuals face
discrimination or lack support in integrating into the host society (Berry, 1992: 69-85). This issue,
especially in the field of anthropology, highlights the need for qualitative research into the linguistic
identity assimilation of the third generation. The “third generation” refers to individuals who and
whose parents were both born in Iran. Also, they do not have any lived experience of Afghanistan.
This generational disconnect from origin is not a random phenomenon, but rather the structural
result of “permanent generational liminality,” an extension of Turner’s concept of liminality in
which an individual neither leaves a previous position nor enters a new one, but remains fixed in a
transitional state for a time or forever (Turner, 1969: 94-97).

The necessity of this research is significant from several perspectives: first, a better
understanding of this process can help immigration policymakers design educational and cultural
programs that strike a balance between social integration and the preservation of linguistic diversity,
thereby helping to reduce social conflicts and improve coexistence in immigrant-receiving
communities such as Kerman. Second, at a theoretical level, this study can enrich the literature on
acculturation and identity in immigration, especially by focusing on the role of generational, media,
and educational factors in linguistic change. Third, given the recent waves of migration following
the Taliban takeover, this research can provide a basis for psychological and social support for the

younger generations of migrants, which ultimately contributes to social stability in Iran.

Discussion
The third generation has undergone extensive changes which are influenced by technology and

cultural changes in the media. The strategies that this generation uses to assimilate linguistic
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identity are presented below.

5-1-1- Efforts to prove a new identity: The gradual process of generational change is an effective
strategy in the linguistic assimilation, which has caused an environment where the dominant
language is Persian.

5-1-2- Modeling global trends and overcoming local patterns: The third generation do not limit
their perspective to their living environment, and their role models in cultural issues do not end with
their living environment.

5-1-3- Educational immersion for greater mastery of language: Participation in formal education
in Iranian schools, begins with the third generation and continues in later educational levels.

5-1-4- Active use of cyberspace for linguistic imitation: Young people are more likely to be
present in cyberspace than to engage in direct social interactions.

5-1-5- Creative Code-Switching to Express Hybrid Identity: Code-switching in linguistic
assimilation refers to the intentional or unconscious switching between languages or dialects to
express multiple identities or adapt to different environments.

5-1-6- Conscious avoidance of the mother tongue to reduce discrimination and linguistic
harassment: Third-generation have the necessary skills to speak Persian due to assimilation in
various cultural areas to reduce harassed and ridiculed.

5-1-7- Distance from extremist groups and traditional Afghan identity: They consciously
distance itself from the traditional Afghan linguistic due to witnessing social pressures from
extremist groups such as the Taliban.

5-1-8- Friendship with Iranian peers: social interactions with Iranian peers in common spaces
have reduced the social distance between immigrants and the host community.

In addition to the strategies that this generation uses to assimilate linguistic, Linguistic
Assimilation Factors in the Third Generation are presented below.

5-2-1- Severing identity ties with Afghanistan: Third generation tries to prove a new identity that
they have acquired over time. Severing cultural ties with Afghanistan has placed the concept before
the new generation that they have found an identity separate from Afghanistan.

5-2-2- Fear of deportation: The shadow of deportation from Iran weighs heavily on the Afghan
immigrant community. The stress of deportation from Iran has affected different generations.

5-2-3- Language and the Challenge of Skill Training: In addition to participating in the labor
market, they have moved towards more specialized professions and uses standard Persian as a key

tool for professional success.
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Conclusion

From an anthropological perspective, the Third generation is in a deep acculturation process that,
under the influence of the theory of the "third space" and the theory of the "liminal", has formed a
hybrid identity that is neither completely Afghan nor completely accepted as Iranian. Social factors
such as discrimination pressures and fear of rejection have acted as the main drivers of linguistic
adaptation. Economic factors and educational factors have also strengthened this process. The
assimilation of linguistic identity in the third generation has led to complete mastery of standard
Persian and the Kermani dialect, which has been formed through the educational system, interaction
with peers, and specialized occupations. This linguistic mastery has led to economic mobility,
relative social acceptance, and the acquisition of linguistic capital (Bourdieu, 1991). In contrast,
undesirable consequences include a deep cultural break with Afghanistan, reduced proficiency in
native languages, and psychological trauma resulting from the experience of linguistic violence.
The third generation uses a variety of strategies. Creative code-switching has served as a means of
expressing hybrid identity (Bhabha, 1994) and social acceptance.

In summary, the study shows that the third generation of Afghan immigrants in Kerman city are
in a permanent liminal state, a concept that Victor Turner describes as a stage between separation
from the previous identity and entry into a new one. This generation, contrary to classical rites of

passage, is entrenched in the liminal stage.
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Table 1: Characteristics of Research Informants
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The academic world, like other social worlds, is entangled in a set of
argumentative and affective relations and, in this respect, is not separate
from the ordinary social sphere. Over the past decades, scholars have sought
to distinguish these two worlds through the use of key specialized concepts.
One such concept is the scientific community. A range of studies in Iran has
shown that the scientific community is not only a fragile and unstable
formation, but also one that has increasingly lost its explanatory power in the
academic world.

In this article, I argue that, on the basis of the existing literature, there is in
practice no such thing as a scientific community. Yet, instead of revising
their understanding of the existing situation, researchers have attempted to
account for the weakness of the scientific community in Iran and, in most of
their studies, have effectively justified the status quo. By reviewing the idea
of the scientific community in sociological research and examining scholarly
efforts to conceptualize it, this article offers a different response to a problem
that Iranian scholars have understood in largely similar ways. The problem
may be formulated as follows: now that researchers have demonstrated that
no scientific community has taken shape in Iran, can the alternative concept
of academic tribes serve as a more useful analytical framework?

This article seeks to demonstrate how this concept may open up a different
path for scholars working within the scientific community perspective and
contribute to explaining the mechanisms through which such tribes operate
within universities. Whereas the concept of the scientific community seeks to
explain scientific relations, scientific norms, academic ethics, and
interactions among associations and journals within accepted scientific
frameworks, the concept of academic tribes attempts to uncover the nature of
overt and covert relations, as well as the emotions, interests, and desires that
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operate beneath the surface of ostensibly scientific norms.
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Introduction
Classical understandings of science have traditionally portrayed the academic world as

fundamentally different from ordinary social life. While everyday social relations are often
associated with emotions, personal interests, and subjective judgments, science has been
represented as a realm governed by rationality, objectivity, experimentation, and intellectual
argumentation. Within this framework, scientists are expected to follow universal scientific norms
and ethical principles rather than emotional attachments or personal loyalties. One of the key
concepts through which this image has been constructed is the notion of the “scientific community.”

The concept of the scientific community emerged in the works of thinkers such as Michael
Polanyi, Edward Shils, and Robert K. Merton. Their theories emphasized scientific cooperation,
shared norms, peer evaluation, and collective knowledge production as the foundations of academic
life. Consequently, the scientific community came to signify not merely a group of scholars, but a
rational and ethically organized network of intellectual relations and institutional legitimacy.

In Iranian sociology of science and higher education studies, this concept became highly
influential during the last three decades. Numerous researchers attempted to evaluate the condition
of scientific communities within Iranian universities. However, despite differences in methodology
and theoretical orientation, many studies reached similar conclusions. Academic interactions were
described as weak, collaborative research remained limited, ethical norms appeared fragile, and
university relations were frequently shaped by individual interests and institutional competition
rather than collective scientific goals.

This repeated diagnosis raises an important theoretical issue: if Iranian academia does not
correspond to the classical image of the scientific community, how should its actual social reality be
understood? This article argues that the dominant framework of the scientific community is
insufficient for explaining many hidden dimensions of academic life in Iran, particularly informal
relations, emotional attachments, political loyalties, and struggles over symbolic and material
resources.

To address this limitation, the article proposes the concept of “academic tribes” as an alternative
analytical framework. Drawing on Michel Maffesoli’s theory of neo-tribalism as well as the works
of Tony Becher and Paul Trowler, the concept emphasizes emotional belonging, group solidarity,
informal networks, symbolic boundaries, and internal rivalries within academia. Rather than
understanding universities as unified rational communities, this perspective interprets them as
fragmented spaces composed of overlapping groups, alliances, and competing territories. The article
therefore seeks to demonstrate that the concept of academic tribes offers a more realistic and
sociologically productive framework for understanding academic relations in contemporary Iran.

Discussion

The concept of “academic tribes” offers an alternative framework for understanding university
life by shifting analytical attention away from formal scientific norms and toward informal social
dynamics. Rather than viewing universities primarily as communities organized around rational
cooperation and shared intellectual standards, this perspective highlights emotional attachments,
symbolic boundaries, competition, and mechanisms of inclusion and exclusion. Michel Maffesoli’s
theory of neo-tribalism provides an important starting point for this approach. According to
Maffesoli, contemporary societies are increasingly organized through small affective communities



Iranian Journal of Anthropological, Vol. 22, No. 41. Autumn and Winter 2026 235

rather than stable modern institutions. These neo-tribes are not based on kinship or traditional social
bonds; instead, they emerge through shared emotions, collective experiences, lifestyles, rituals, and
symbolic identifications.

Applied to academic life, this perspective reveals dimensions that are often overlooked in
conventional accounts of the scientific community. Universities are not only sites of intellectual
exchange and scholarly cooperation but also environments shaped by friendship, loyalty, jealousy,
rivalry, distrust, and struggles over prestige and resources. Faculty members frequently form
informal circles that influence access to research collaborations, publication opportunities, graduate
supervision, and institutional influence. Consequently, academic behavior is often embedded in
networks of personal relations as much as in formal professional norms.

The notion of “academic tribes and territories,” developed by Tony Becher and Paul Trowler,
further extends this perspective. Their work demonstrates that disciplinary cultures function as
distinct symbolic territories with their own values, rituals, languages, and internal hierarchies.
Academic disciplines can therefore be understood as tribes that defend their intellectual boundaries
while competing with other fields for legitimacy, authority, and institutional recognition.

The empirical findings discussed in this article suggest that, within the Iranian academic context,
tribal dynamics extend beyond disciplinary identities alone. Existing studies consistently indicate
that informal relations often play a significant role in shaping academic interactions. Research on
faculty relations has documented experiences of factionalism, friendship-based networks, political
affiliations, and mutual distrust among academics. Collaborative activities frequently occur within
relatively closed circles rather than broad scientific communities, while institutional opportunities
and resources often circulate through limited interpersonal networks.

The qualitative findings provide particularly strong support for this interpretation. Peyam
Afshardoust’s research demonstrates that informal interests, political alignments, and pre-existing
personal relationships significantly influence university interactions. Similarly, Fatemeh Alamdar’s
ethnographic accounts reveal the importance of emotional tensions, hidden rivalries, jealousy, and
strategic alliances in everyday academic life. These findings suggest that universities operate not
only through scientific rationality but also through emotional economies and tribal solidarities.

The concept of academic tribes therefore offers a broader sociological framework for
understanding Iranian universities. It does not deny the importance of scientific norms; rather, it
shows that scientific rationality coexists with emotional, political, and material dynamics that
profoundly shape academic behavior, institutional processes, and the distribution of opportunities
and influence.

Conclusion

This article began with a fundamental question in the sociology of science: can the concept of the
scientific community adequately explain the realities of academic life in Iran? A review of three
decades of Iranian research showed that most studies depict the scientific community as weak,
fragile, or absent. The recurring findings of these studies include limited scholarly interaction, weak
ethical commitment, fragmented cooperation, and the dominance of individual or institutional
interests.

However, the article argued that this situation should not be understood solely as evidence of an
incomplete scientific community. Part of the problem may lie in the conceptual framework itself.
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The concept of the scientific community is grounded in an idealized image of rational cooperation,
universal norms, and professional order. Although analytically valuable, this framework often fails
to capture the emotional, informal, and power-laden dimensions of academic life.

To address this limitation, the article proposed the concept of academic tribes as an alternative
analytical framework. Drawing on neo-tribal theory and higher education studies, this perspective
understands universities not as coherent wholes, but as fragmented spaces shaped by emotional
solidarities, informal alliances, symbolic boundaries, and struggles over resources and legitimacy.
Within this framework, academic relations are shaped not only by intellectual collaboration, but
also by friendship, jealousy, political loyalty, competition, and informal networks.

The analysis further showed that many empirical findings concerning Iranian universities become
more intelligible when interpreted through the lens of tribal relations. Processes such as faculty
recruitment, access to publication opportunities, distribution of research funding, and the exercise of
institutional authority often operate through informal tribal mechanisms rather than through
universal academic standards alone. Emotional and relational factors therefore play a central role in
shaping academic life.

Ultimately, the concept of academic tribes offers greater explanatory power for understanding
contemporary Iranian academia than the traditional notion of the scientific community alone. By
foregrounding emotions, informal relations, and hidden structures of power, this concept opens new
possibilities for critical research on universities, higher education, and academic culture in Iran.
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One of the most salient manifestations of culture in any society is art. In
Iran, art has functioned as a comprehensive mirror reflecting societal
developments across multiple levels. Among the visual arts, painting occupies
a distinctive position in delineating the social landscape of Iranian society. The
1970s represent a period particularly replete with social and pictorial
transformations in the history of contemporary Iranian painting. This decade
encompasses, on the one hand, the consolidation of modernist art, and on the
other, the emergence of the art of the Islamic Revolution, subsequently
followed by the painting of the Iran—Iraq War in the 1980s. This
convergence—wherein modernist art intersected within a single decade with
popular and socially engaged art, and subsequently with epic and nationalistic
art tied to war ideology—necessitates this research. In this regard, Pierre
Bourdieu's theory of the field offers a productive framework for elucidating
the reflections of power and social conditions upon artistic developments. The
present study employs Bourdieu's theoretical framework concerning the
field—a concept used in analyzing social structure and identifying bases of
classification and social stratification. This research aims to investigate how
the artistic field—that is, the overarching social policies of the period—
influenced Iranian painting during the 1970s. Accordingly, it addresses the
following research question: How can the transformations of the artistic field
in contemporary Iranian painting (1970s) be explained through Bourdieu's
theory of the field? This qualitative research employs a descriptive-analytical
method. Data collection was conducted through library-based research,
utilizing note-taking and computer-assisted search tools. The research
population comprises all paintings produced in Iran during the 1970s, from
which six works were selected through purposive sampling. The findings
indicate that the artistic field in contemporary Iranian painting during the
1970s was characterized by an imbalance of power and a lack of uniform
valuation throughout the decade.
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Introduction

Every society and nation reflects its beliefs and ideologies through visual arts, most notably in
painting. Artistic works possess the profound capacity to communicate complex messages and
concepts to society on a broad scale. By examining the history of painting within any given territory,
significant insights can be gleaned regarding its customs, socio-political perspectives, and underlying
philosophies. Consequently, numerous sociological, literary, and artistic theories have emerged, each
employing specific theoretical frameworks to explore and intuit the meanings embedded within
societal artworks. The findings of such research are essential for understanding the past, interpreting
the present, and facilitating strategic planning for the future. By analyzing historical trends and
correlating them with contemporary shifts, one can identify the causal factors behind artistic
transformations and apply these insights to navigate complex modern phenomena.

Contemporary Iranian painting underwent radical transformations during the 1970s. The early part
of the decade was characterized by the consolidation of modernism, inheriting the momentum of the
preceding three decades. During this period, Iranian modern art experienced a significant flourishing.
The art scene was marked by a pluralistic landscape, dominated by modernism but increasingly
incorporating various contemporary approaches. This era witnessed a substantial surge in the number
of artists and art groups, shifting away from monolithic movements toward diverse modernist styles
largely influenced by contemporary movements in Europe and North America. However, the mid-
decade occurrence of the Islamic Revolution triggered a fundamental shift in social conditions,
restructuring the painting landscape and displacing the prevailing rules of the early decade. This was
immediately followed by the Iran-Iraq War, which shifted the focus of revolutionary art toward
documenting and expressing the experiences of the war.

This study utilizes Pierre Bourdieu’s Field Theory as its theoretical framework. Bourdieu employs
the concept of the “field” to analyze social structures and the mechanisms of social classification. He
conceptualizes social fields as akin to magnetic fields, where various forces of attraction and repulsion
interact. Bourdieu’s integrative approach seeks to transcend traditional dichotomies through
fundamental concepts, most notably the “field” (Pinto, 1996). He views society as a collection of
various fields where agents (individuals and groups) compete for power, capital, and position. Thus,
fields are historical entities that evolve, transform, and occasionally dissipate over time (Stones,
2000). This article aims to examine the transformations in contemporary Iranian painting during the
1970s, evaluating how the shifting social field was reflected visually in the paintings of this pivotal
decade.

Discussion

It can be argued that the field formed in any given society serves simultaneously as the source of
artistic production and the locus of valuation for works of art. The concept of field is employed by
Bourdieu to analyze social structure and to identify the underlying bases of classification and social
stratification. According to Bourdieu, "the field is akin to a competitive market in which various
forms of capital—economic, cultural, social, and symbolic—are deployed and invested" (Ritzer,
1995: 724). In effect, by speaking of field rather than of groups, individuals, organizations, or
institutions, Bourdieu seeks to delineate the hidden patterns of relationships and conflicts that give
shape to these empirical configurations (Swartz, 1997: 120).

The consolidation of modernist currents from preceding decades (1940s—1960s) in contemporary
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Iranian painting continued into the 1970s, bolstered by comprehensive state support. However, in the
final years of this decade, with the emergence of political and revolutionary movements that ran
counter to both micro- and macro-level state policies, the modernist trajectory came to an abrupt halt.

The most remarkable artistic development following the Revolution was the production of a
particular type of popular art. In its revolutionary interpretation, the term "popular art" denoted a
realist—and at times expressionist—mode of painting, primarily engaged with political and
revolutionary subject matter, wherein the lower classes and ordinary people assumed central
protagonism. This term was later extended to encompass forms of Islamic art as well. The
foundational premise of popular art rested on the conviction that art constitutes an instrument for the
propagation and dissemination of ideas (Keshmeshkan, 2015: 210).

At the beginning of the 1970s, the artistic field of contemporary Iranian painting was characterized
by the predominance of modernism and, gradually, by the emergence of contemporary art approaches.
The early years of this decade witnessed the proliferation of diverse modernist tendencies and
practices, largely influenced by contemporaneous artistic movements in Europe and the United States.
Consequently, the Iranian art field rapidly aligned itself with the Western art field, keeping pace with
the most current developments on the international art scene. Thus, the influence of contemporary
Western movements—such as Minimalism, Conceptual art, and even traces of postmodernist
forms—can be discerned in Iranian painting during the early 1970s. In this period, the artistic field
may be defined through a predominantly abstract and conceptual mode of painting.

Conclusion

Based on the findings of this study, and in direct response to the research question, the following
results can be articulated. The artistic field of contemporary Iranian painting during the 1970s (Solar
Hijri 1350s) is characterized by a notable plurality in its central authority—that is, the field does not
operate under a single, unified voice or expressive paradigm. Consequently, this decentralization
engenders the emergence of heterogeneous pictorial structures. From this standpoint, the artistic field
in the early, middle, and late 1970s does not follow a determinate or linear trajectory.

At the beginning of the decade, the dominant tendency is one of retrospective engagement with
preceding decades (1940s—1960s), aimed at consolidating the aesthetic achievements of earlier
modernist movements. By the mid-1970s, however, a fundamental shift occurs: precipitated by
transformations in the broader social field, the artistic field discards its prior values and accumulated
capital, reorienting itself around a new center—namely, committed (engagé) art. Within this
paradigm, abstract art with conceptual inclinations is effectively marginalized, and the field
reorganizes itself around a populist (mardomi) artistic ethos, dedicating all symbolic and material
capital to this end.

The pictorial transformations characteristic of this period—which continued to hold legitimacy
well into the late 1980s—exhibit a heterogeneous amalgam of tendencies. These configurations are
unique in that they were neither employed in preceding decades nor reprised in subsequent years, in
marked contrast to pre-1970s currents, which have been repeatedly referenced in later periods.

In this context, early-1970s painting maintained a predominantly abstract formal structure,
oriented toward consolidating the modernist project initiated in the 1960s, in close alignment with
contemporaneous Western developments. By the mid-1970s, however, the emergent field engendered
a turn toward figurative painting infused with religious iconography, marking a definitive rupture
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from the Western modernist canon and giving rise instead to social realism imbued with romanticist
sensibilities and symbolic expressivism—in service of anti-imperialist struggle. During this phase,
the Iranian field exhibits greater affinity with the artistic movements of Mexico, Japan, and Chile.
The late 1970s give rise to yet another distinct pictorial mode, wherein painting is valorized
through a synthesis of figurative and religious approaches—one indebted to pre-1970s achievements.
By the decade's end, social realism, articulated through Iranian—Islamic religious and ritualistic
perspectives, produces a visual domain markedly distinct—formally, thematically, and
iconographically—from both other nations and Iran's own prior pictorial history.
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(1960s, 1970s, and 1980s),Source: Authors (2025).
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Figure 1. Sirak Melkonian, Untitled, 1974, oil on canvas, 122 x 122 cm. Source: Christie's Auction Catalogue, Dubai,
October 2009.
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https://artchart.net/fa/artists/iran-darroudi/artworks/GJE3r

Figure 2. Iran Darroudi, Surrealist Composition, 1974, oil on canvas, 60 x 73 cm. Source:
https://artchart.net/fa/artists/iran.
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Figure 3. Hannibal Alkhas, Revolution, 1978, oil on canvas, 140 x 140 cm. Collection of the Tehran Museum of
Contemporary Art. Source: Keshmireshkan, 2015: 200.
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Figure 4. Bahram Dabiri, We Shall Rebuild Iran, 1979, 300 x 344 cm. Source: http://www.artchart.net
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Figure 5. Iraj Eskandari, Martyr (Moonlight), 1980, oil on canvas, 10 x 150 cm. Collection of the Visual Arts Center of
the Artistic Bureau (Howzeh-ye Honari).
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Figure 6. Mostafa Goodarzi, Boraq, 1981, oil on canvas, 100 x 100 cm. Collection of the Visual Arts Center of the
Artistic Bureau (Howzeh-ye Honari). Source: Goodarzi, 2009: 136.
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Table 2. Analysis of Bourdieu's Artistic Field in Contemporary Iranian Painting (1970s),Source: Authors (2025).
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1-1- Introduction

The theoretical turns that shape academic disciplines are signs of intellectual vitality. Their
emergence and decline reflect both intra-disciplinary dynamics and broader social, political, and
economic conditions. Between the 1980s and the mid-2010s, anthropology experienced several
major turns. Among them, Sherry Ortner (2016) identifies the ontological turn, the affective turn,
and a turn in ethnographic theory. This article focuses on two additional developments: the "dark
turn" and the "the good turn."

The article addresses two related problems. First, anthropology has long privileged suffering,
pathology, and structural violence at the expense of flourishing, aspiration, and moral agency.
Second, it confronts the methodological challenge of representing people not only as victims of
power but also as agents pursuing lives they consider worthwhile.

The article has two aims: to trace the genealogy of the dark turn and the the good turn, and to
examine the concepts, research agenda, and ethnographic implications of the anthropology of the
good. The dark turn receives particular attention because many scholars (Ortner 2016; Robbins
2013) understand the anthropology of the good as a response to the dominance of the suffering
subject in late twentieth-century anthropology.

Methodologically, the article is theoretical and conceptual. It draws on key contributions by
Trouillot, Ortner, Robbins, Fischer, Appadurai, Panter-Brick, Scheper-Hughes, and others, situating
their arguments within both the broader context of neoliberal modernity and anthropology's internal
debates about representation, reflexivity, and the critique of the savage slot. The discussion
culminates in an examination of social resilience as the conceptual bridge between the two turns
and considers the methodological implications of this framework for ethnographic practice.

1-2- Discussion: Main Findings, Concepts, and Chain of Argument

The analysis begins with Michel-Rolph Trouillot's (1991) critique of anthropology's foundational
assumptions. He argues that the discipline emerged within a pre-existing "savage slot," a conceptual
space through which Western modernity defined itself against a radically different Other. The figure
of the savage functioned both as a mirror of Western identity and as a repository of political and
moral imagination.

With the decline of this figure during the late twentieth century, a new object of anthropological
attention emerged: the suffering subject. Ortner (2016) describes this orientation as "dark
anthropology," an approach focused on suffering, violence, domination, and inequality. According
to Robbins (2013), the universality of suffering allowed the sufferer to replace the culturally distant
Other as anthropology's primary figure. Yet this orientation also attracted criticism. Kelly (2013)
warned that anthropology risked becoming trapped in what Csordas called an "aesthetics of
misery," reducing social life to the documentation of pain.

The central limitation of dark anthropology, the article argues, is its insufficient attention to how
people pursue meaningful futures under adverse conditions. Appadurai (2013) locates this tendency
deep within anthropology's intellectual tradition, which has often focused more on catastrophe than
aspiration. The discipline's conceptual framework has also been largely retrospective, leaving the
future insufficiently theorized as a cultural horizon.

The turn toward the good emerged in response to this imbalance. Robbins (2013) proposes an
anthropology concerned with value, ethics, well-being, imagination, care, hope, and social change.
Rather than asking only how people suffer, it asks how they define, pursue, and create what they
consider a good life.
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Fischer (2014) conceptualizes the good life through the interaction of three dimensions: material
conditions such as health and security; non-material qualities such as dignity, aspiration, and
commitment; and socio-institutional factors including opportunity structures and social networks.
These dimensions become meaningful through individual life projects, which give concrete form to
aspirations for well-being.

The article's principal theoretical contribution lies in its treatment of social resilience as the
bridge between dark anthropology and the anthropology of the good. Drawing on Panter-Brick
(2014), Eitel (2023), and Scheper-Hughes (2008), resilience is understood not as a stable trait but as
a socially situated process through which individuals and communities mobilize resources to sustain
well-being. Central to this process is the preservation of dignity and the construction of meaningful
narratives that connect suffering to possible futures.

This understanding closely parallels Appadurai's (2013) concept of the "capacity to aspire," the
culturally mediated ability to imagine desirable futures and pursue them. Building on this insight,
the article employs Rahimi's (2021) concept of the "presence of absence" to explain the relationship
between suffering and aspiration. Experiences of lack generate the desire to overcome them;
discontent therefore becomes a source of both resilience and hope. From this perspective, suffering
and flourishing are not opposites but interconnected dimensions of human existence.

Scheper-Hughes's (2008) critique of trauma discourse reinforces this argument. Her work
demonstrates that people living under conditions of chronic hardship often reject victim-centered
interpretations of their experiences. By emphasizing courage, dignity, and political achievement
rather than trauma, her interlocutors reveal forms of agency that cannot be reduced to suffering
alone. To define people primarily through their wounds risks reproducing another form of symbolic
violence.

These theoretical developments also carry methodological implications. Drawing on Appadurai's
three-level framework—foundational moral ideas, local normative systems, and individual
aspirations—the article argues for a person-centered ethnography that follows individual life
projects while remaining attentive to wider social and cultural structures. Such an approach aligns
with Abu-Lughod's (1991) call to "write against culture" through particularized narratives that
foreground the experiences, choices, and aspirations of concrete individuals.

1-3- Conclusion

This article has examined the emergence of the anthropology of the good as a response to the
dominance of the suffering subject in contemporary anthropology. Its central argument is that dark
anthropology and the anthropology of the good should not be viewed as competing paradigms but
as complementary approaches to a common problem: the human condition under modernity.

First, the article shows that suffering and flourishing are inseparable dimensions of social life.
The anthropology of the good does not replace the study of suffering; rather, it broadens
anthropological inquiry by incorporating aspiration, hope, and moral striving. Freud's (1930 [1961])
discussion of discontent and happiness in Civilization and Its Discontents provides an early
formulation of this dialectic.

Second, the article proposes social resilience as the analytical bridge connecting the two turns.
Resilience is understood as the ongoing, culturally mediated effort to sustain dignity, meaning, and
aspiration in the face of adversity. Rahimi's (2021) notion of the "presence of absence" captures this
dynamic by showing how experiences of lack generate both suffering and the desire to overcome it.

Third, the article argues that the turn toward the good has important methodological
consequences. It encourages a movement from culture-centered toward person-centered
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ethnography, one that follows individual life projects while situating them within broader structures
of value and meaning. Far from abandoning structural critique, this approach expands
anthropology's capacity to understand agency, aspiration, and social transformation.

The anthropology of the good thus offers a framework capable of holding suffering and
aspiration, absence and desire, within a single analytical perspective. In doing so, it opens new
possibilities for understanding both the complexity of human experience and the future direction of
anthropological inquiry.
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