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Increasing growth of aging has increased the need to pay attention to
them more than ever. Study aims to analyze the relationship between the
discourse of aging and the aspirational capacity of the elderly and the way
aging is represented on Welfare Organization website. It seems that in the
official discourse of aging, certain meanings are established and other
meanings are marginalized. In such a framework, policymaking by defining
aging with concepts such as cost-generating, dependency, or future-oriented
reduction in efficiency leads to the formation of a dominant semantic order
about elderly that places elderly in an unfavorable situation. Study was
conducted with a qualitative approach and using critical discourse analysis
method with an emphasis on Fairclough's three-dimensional model in order
to go beyond descriptive level of media data and access hidden ideological
layers to represent the phenomenon of aging from authority perspectives.
The results of the critical analysis of the dominant discourse on selected texts
on Welfare Organization website based on Fairclough's three-dimensional
model indicate that this platform is at a discursive turning point in the
representation of aging in Iran and is transitioning from a supportive to a
development-oriented perspective. According to results, the approach to the
phenomenon of aging is changing and promising signs of development can
be seen in this area, which has transformed aging from an individual crisis to
a social issue that paves the way for a more active presence of the elderly in
the public space. Although elderly are outwardly referred to as cultural
pillars, the allocation of separate spaces to them has marginalized and
deprived them of the opportunity to dream about future. Discursive openings
and reclaiming the lifeworld of aging are among the things that can flourish
the capacity of the elderly to aspire.
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Introduction
In modern approaches, old age is not the end of life, but rather a new stage that can be

accompanied by prosperity. Peter Laslett formulated the term “third age” to describe this stage; a
stage that is not defined by hard work and life responsibilities, nor by the disability of old age, but
by relative health, economic security, and free time, and can provide the opportunity to redefine
individual identity and active participation in society (Laslett, 1987). Iran is currently facing a rapid
process of population aging. According to statistics announced by the Secretariat of the National
Council on the Elderly, the share of the elderly in the population is expected to reach 33 percent of
population by 2056. This acceleration is far beyond the global average and has caused the
governing institutions and policymakers to face a demographic surprise in the absence of the
necessary structural and institutional infrastructure. This lack of structural readiness has caused the
official discourse to ignore the capabilities and capacities of this period (which are emphasized in
Laslett's third age model) and to represent the encounter with the phenomenon of population aging
mainly in the form of a management crisis and pressure on resources. In this research, the concept
of the capacity for aspiration of the elderly has been operationalized based on three main
components of Appadurai:

A. Having a future-oriented image: the elderly's view of themselves as a subject with a
aspirations, and a future.

B. Active agency and participation: seeking recognition of the right to make decisions, social
activism, and active citizenship.

C. Possibility of interaction and intergenerational connection: seeking to create a platform for
the transfer of experience and presence in shared urban and social spaces.

Accordingly, the aim of examining the representation of aging on the Welfare Organization
website and the main research questions included the following:

- How is aging represented on Welfare Organization website?

- What image does this representation present of the elderly and their position in society?
In view of the above objectives, we sought to show how the media, by portraying the elderly as
costly, dysfunctional, and socially unparticipating subjects, can drive them away from their position
as active citizens and limit their potential capacities for activism, social participation, and future-
oriented aspirations, or conversely, by emphasizing the status and importance of aging, can

encourage their active participation in society.
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Discussion
Critical discourse analysis of selected texts from the Welfare Organization website based on
Fairclough’s three-dimensional model and the theoretical framework of aspirational capacity
(Appadurai, 2004) shows that the country’s official discourse in representing aging is at a discursive
turning point; a discourse that is moving from a “supportive” perspective to a “development-
oriented” perspective, but in its underlying layers is dominated by the logic of marketization,
commodification of services, and bureaucratic requirements. Analyzing these findings in
conjunction with the social context, dominant structures, and research backgrounds can be
explained in three axes:

A. Linguistic openings and reclaiming the lifeworld of aging, The emergence of local
spontaneous activities demonstrates that the social capacities of everyday life operate beyond
bureaucratic frameworks. In these shared spaces, the elderly are transformed from passive recipients
into actors who give meaning to the urban lifeworld. This finding is consistent with Talebpour’s
(2026) in domestic research and Holyk’s (2025) in foreign studies on media representations in the
discursive construction of aging, as well as Ramakrishnan and Malhutra’s (2025) studies on the role
of cultural norms and values in the choice of services, and it is consistent with the key role of social
and cultural factors in promoting the daily activity and participation of the elderly.

B. Capacity for aspiration and spatial-temporal management, Analysis of deeper layers of
the texts reveals that the “future-oriented image and right to aspiration” of the elderly are managed
by formal structures. The logic that dominates the approach to the development of our society
today, by pushing the elderly into the exclusive role of “guardian of the past and reminder of
tradition,” confiscates their future horizon and agency focused on tomorrow. This spatial and
structural limitation is linked to Talebpour’s (2026) findings on the existence of elderly structural
and cultural barriers to physical activity and mobility in Iran, as well as Wangler and Jansky’s
(2023) research on the consequences of portraying the elderly on their mental health.

C. Commodification of the Bioworld and Post-Developmental Critique, the most important
finding of research was the dominance of economic logic over the representation of aging. From the
perspective of post-developmental critique, the discourse of welfare has brought the fundamental
rights and citizenship of the elderly into the realm of market supply and demand. The consequence
of such a commercialized and reductionist view of well-being is reflected in the research of Amraei
et al. (2025) in domestic studies and Asim Omran (2025) in foreign studies, where they show how

inappropriate social welfare factors become an obstacle to active and leisure participation.
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Conclusion
A comprehensive review and analysis of the welfare discourse on aging, which is reflected almost
exclusively through the organization's website, showed that although the official discourse on the
elderly has moved away from a purely supportive and pathological model, due to the dominance of
market logic and bureaucratic requirements, it is still far from agency-oriented citizenship. This has
also been indicated in other countries such as Australia by the hegemony of aging
commercialization, which has been raised in the continuation of commercialization of treatment. It
seems that the elderly face numerous problems regarding agency and in the realization of their
desired capacity, and it is necessary to pay attention to these issues. On the one hand, the failure to
realize the desired capacity of the elderly harms the activity of this group, and on the other hand, it
can disrupt the hope for the future of the active population on the threshold of old age by inducing a
closed path to dynamic aging. Considering the country's population pyramid and considering that in
the coming years, at least one-third of the country's population will be over 65 years old, it is
necessary to pay attention to the aspirational capacity of the elderly and the possibility of realizing
their goals and include them in the country's population policy-making. A real opening in aging
policy-making will occur when aging is recognized as a space for authentic living with independent
aspirations as the third period of life. Accordingly, practical and policy-research suggestions are
presented in order to pay attention to the subject under study as follows:

1. Promoting linguistic and media agency: Reviewing the literary and news structure of the
official website of the Welfare Organization and moving away from passive verbs, emergency
vocabulary, and passive metaphors toward highlighting activism, citizenship rights, and
independent capabilities of the elderly.

2. Responding to intragroup distinctions (de-homogenization: separating programs and
discursive representations based on three age groups (young elderly 60-75, older elderly 75-90, and

90+) to respond to their diverse range of functional and biological needs.
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