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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

. Migration has been one of the principal forces shaping the circulation of

Type of Article: Research knowledge, technologies, and cultural traditions throughout history. Within this
. . process, handmade carpets preserve material evidence of human mobility by
Article history: incorporating technical practices, aesthetic conventions, and collective memories that
Received 1 June 2026 accompany migrating communities. This study investigates how migration
. contributed to the formation of Khorasan carpet-weaving identity from the
Revised 2 July 2026 perspective of material culture anthropology. The research adopts a qualitative
Accepted 5 July 2026 historical-anthropological approach based on descriptive and analytical methods.

Documentary evidence, historical sources, anthropological studies, and specialized

literature on Iranian carpets were examined alongside field research conducted
Keywords: through semi-structured interviews with experienced carpet weavers, designers,
dyers, merchants, and regional specialists from North, Razavi, and South Khorasan.

Cultural contact, _ _ e ‘
The collected data were interpreted through comparative historical analysis to

Khorasan carpet,

Material culture identify the influence of migration on the development of regional weaving traditions.
Material memory, The findings indicate that the identity of Khorasan carpet weaving emerged through
Migration. the cumulative effects of both collective and individual migration. The movement of

Kurdish, Baluch, Arab, Turkmen, and other communities transferred weaving
techniques, design traditions, color preferences, and systems of cultural memory into
the region, while the migration of master weavers, designers, and merchants
introduced new production methods, workshop organization, and commercial
networks. These processes gradually transformed the formal, technical, and symbolic
characteristics of Khorasan carpets while integrating diverse cultural traditions into a
distinctive regional weaving identity. The study concludes that Khorasan carpets
should be understood as material archives of migration in which historical mobility
became embedded in techniques, visual forms, production practices, and cultural
memory. Their identity therefore reflects centuries of cultural interaction rather than
the heritage of a single ethnic tradition.
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Introduction
Migration has occupied a central place in historical and anthropological research because it

enables the movement of people together with the circulation of knowledge, technologies, beliefs,
and cultural practices. Many studies have examined migration through demographic, political, or
economic perspectives, while fewer have explored its long-term material consequences. Material
culture offers an alternative way of understanding migration by revealing how the experiences of
mobile communities become embedded in objects that continue to circulate long after the
movement itself has ended. Handmade carpets are particularly valuable in this regard because they
preserve technical skills, aesthetic traditions, production habits, and symbolic meanings transmitted
across generations. Their visual and structural characteristics therefore provide evidence of
historical encounters that cannot always be reconstructed from written sources alone.

Khorasan represents one of the most significant historical regions for investigating these
processes. Located along major commercial and cultural routes connecting the Iranian plateau with
Central Asia and the eastern Islamic world, it has experienced successive migrations throughout its
history. Kurdish, Baluch, Arab, Turkmen, and other communities settled in different parts of the
region, while merchants, designers, and master weavers moved between Khorasan and other carpet-
producing centers. These movements created sustained opportunities for cultural interaction and
gradually influenced local weaving traditions. Consequently, the identity of Khorasan carpets
cannot be understood solely through geographical location or ethnic affiliation, since it developed
through continuous exchanges among diverse communities over several centuries.

Despite the importance of Khorasan carpets in the history of Iranian weaving, previous research
has largely concentrated on questions of style, chronology, regional classification, technical
characteristics, or artistic value. Comparatively little attention has been devoted to the historical
processes through which migration shaped the region's weaving identity or to the ways in which
these processes became materialized in carpets themselves. Addressing this gap, the present study
examines Khorasan carpet weaving through the perspective of material culture anthropology. It
investigates how collective and individual migration contributed to the transmission of weaving
knowledge, aesthetic conventions, production practices, and cultural memory, and how these
processes collectively formed the distinctive identity of Khorasan carpet weaving. By interpreting
carpets as material evidence of historical mobility, the study offers a broader understanding of the
relationship between migration, cultural interaction, and the formation of regional artistic traditions.

Discussion

The findings demonstrate that migration shaped Khorasan carpet weaving through multiple and
interconnected processes extending beyond the physical relocation of people. Each migratory
movement transferred a body of technical knowledge, aesthetic preferences, production experience,
and cultural memory that became incorporated into local weaving traditions. Rather than replacing
earlier practices, these transfers accumulated over time, producing a regional identity characterized
by continuity, adaptation, and cultural interaction. The influence of collective migration is
particularly evident in the persistence of weaving techniques, design structures, color palettes, and
symbolic motifs associated with Kurdish, Baluch, Arab, and Turkmen communities. These elements
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retained aspects of their original cultural contexts while gradually adapting to new environmental,
economic, and social conditions in Khorasan. At the same time, individual migration generated a
different mechanism of cultural transmission. The movement of master weavers, designers,
merchants, and workshop owners facilitated the circulation of specialized knowledge, workshop
organization, commercial connections, and artistic innovations. Their contribution extended beyond
technical improvement by reshaping production systems and strengthening relationships between
regional and national carpet markets. Viewed through the perspective of material culture
anthropology, Khorasan carpets can therefore be interpreted as repositories of accumulated
historical experience. Their technical structures, visual compositions, and production practices
preserve traces of successive encounters among communities whose interactions unfolded over
centuries. Migration did not simply introduce isolated motifs or weaving techniques; it established
enduring processes of cultural exchange through which diverse traditions became integrated into a
coherent regional weaving culture.

This interpretation also challenges explanations that attribute the identity of Khorasan carpets
exclusively to geographical setting or ethnic origin. The evidence suggests that regional identity
emerged through sustained interaction among communities with different cultural backgrounds,
each contributing to the gradual transformation of weaving knowledge and artistic practice. The
resulting carpets embody multiple historical trajectories simultaneously, reflecting both continuity
with inherited traditions and adaptation to changing social and economic circumstances. From this
perspective, Khorasan carpets should be understood as material expressions of historical mobility.
They record the transmission of knowledge, memory, and social relationships across generations
while illustrating how migration continued to shape regional cultural production long after the
initial movements had taken place. Material culture thus provides a valuable framework for
reconstructing historical processes that remain only partially visible in documentary sources.

Conclusion

This study has demonstrated that the identity of Khorasan carpet weaving cannot be adequately
explained through geography, ethnicity, or stylistic development alone. Instead, it emerged through
a long historical process in which successive waves of migration enabled the circulation of technical
knowledge, aesthetic traditions, production practices, and collective memory across different
communities. These processes gradually became embedded in the material structure of carpets,
allowing them to preserve traces of historical encounters that extend beyond the limits of written
documentation.

The findings further indicate that collective and individual migration influenced Khorasan carpet
weaving through complementary mechanisms. While the relocation of ethnic communities
introduced inherited weaving traditions and visual languages into the region, the movement of
master weavers, designers, merchants, and workshop owners accelerated the transmission of
specialized skills, production technologies, and commercial organization. The interaction of these
processes transformed local weaving without eliminating earlier traditions, resulting in a regional
identity formed through continuous adaptation and cultural exchange. Approaching carpets as
material culture also expands the analytical possibilities for studying migration. Rather than treating
migration solely as a demographic or historical phenomenon, this perspective reveals how human
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mobility leaves durable material expressions that preserve social relationships, technical knowledge,
and cultural memory across generations. Khorasan carpets therefore function as historical
documents in their own right, recording patterns of interaction that are often only partially reflected
in textual sources. Their structures, motifs, techniques, and production practices collectively
constitute a material archive through which the history of migration can be reconstructed.

The contribution of this study extends beyond the history of Iranian carpets. It demonstrates the
value of integrating historical anthropology with material culture studies to investigate the
formation of regional artistic traditions. This interdisciplinary approach provides a broader
framework for understanding how migration participates in the production of cultural identities
through material objects. Future research may apply similar perspectives to other Iranian weaving
regions or to different forms of traditional craftsmanship in which migration has shaped local
production systems. Comparative studies across regions could further clarify the diverse ways in
which human mobility has influenced the development of material culture and contributed to the
formation of cultural landscapes over time.
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Table 1. Components and Attributes of Carpets (Source: Authors, 2026)
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Figure 2. An Example of an Arab-Woven Prayer Rug (Source: Zhuleh, Personal Archive)
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Figure 3. An Example of a Baluch Rug from Khorasan (Source: Authors, 2026)
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Figure 4. An Example of a Kurdish Rug from Khorasan (Source: Kamandlou, 2016)
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Figure 5. An Example of a Turkmen Rug Featuring the Traditional Gul Motif (Source: Authors, 2026)
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Figure 6. Double-Sided Carpet Weaving in Raz and Jargalan (Source: Farahan Carpet, https://farahancarpet.com)
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