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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

This study analyzes the novel Mehri by Forood Jahangiri from a
sociological perspective, drawing upon Pierre Bourdieu’s theory of
cultural capital. The primary research problem centers on how the
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Received 18 May 2026 Qashqgai nomadic community are represented in the novel, and how

these elements intersect with the structures of power, prestige, and social
Revised 25 June 2026 identity. As cultural documents, novels do not merely possess aesthetic
Accepted 5 July 2026 value; they reflect deep-seated social relations and the lifeworlds of their

respective societies. Mehri provides a rich ground for investigating the
nomadic structure and its transition from tradition to modernity. The

main objective of this study is to identify the various forms of cultural

Key w?rds. capital depicted in the novel and to analyze their role in the reproduction
Bourdieu, of social order. Utilizing a qualitative approach, this study employs
Cultural Capital, qualitative content analysis with a descriptive-analytical method. Data
Mehri Novel. were gathered through a close reading of the text and interpreted based
Nomadic Literature, on Bourdieu’s threefold classification of cultural capital. The findings
Sociology of Literature. indicate that embodied cultural capital is represented through skills such

as horsemanship, marksmanship, Bayati singing, and weaving;
objectified cultural capital is manifested in material goods such as
handwoven crafts, traditional attire, rifles, and horses; and
institutionalized cultural capital is represented by mobile nomadic
schools. The study concludes that cultural elements in the novel do not
merely serve narrative or aesthetic purposes, but rather function as
instruments for acquiring prestige, generating power, and reproducing
social order. Furthermore, the novel effectively captures the coexistence
and conflict between traditional and modern values, as well as the status
of women within the patriarchal structure of the tribe.
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Introduction

Literature and society exist in a dialectical relationship; novels are not only products of the
social conditions of their time but also platforms for representing and analyzing power relations,
social classes, and cultural structures. Among literary genres, regional and nomadic literature
holds particular significance because it records the cultural world, customs, traditions, and
lifeworlds of marginalized communities. The novel Mehri by Forood Jahangiri portrays the
habitat, beliefs, family relationships, migration, and artistic practices of the Qashqai tribe.
Although the novel centers on a tragic love story, it offers, at a deeper level, a realistic
representation of the social structure, normative system, and cultural transformations of the
Qashqgai community. The significance of this study derives from the scarcity of written
sociological studies concerning Qashqai culture and the need for interdisciplinary approaches
connecting literary studies and the sociology of culture.

To examine this work, Pierre Bourdieu’s theory of cultural capital provides an appropriate
theoretical framework. Bourdieu extends the concept of capital beyond its economic dimensions
and incorporates cultural and symbolic dimensions into it. He distinguishes three states of
cultural capital: embodied, which includes internalized dispositions, skills, and habitus;
objectified, which encompasses physical objects, cultural goods, and tools; and institutionalized,
which is represented through educational qualifications and formal education. This framework
makes it possible to examine how cultural elements within the Qashgai community go beyond
their material and everyday functions and become means of consolidating power and acquiring
social prestige.

From this perspective, the cultural practices, skills, possessions, and educational institutions
represented in Mehri can be examined not merely as components of everyday life but also as
elements associated with social status, power, and the reproduction of social order. The novel
therefore provides an appropriate context for exploring the relationship between cultural
resources and the social structure of the Qashqai community, particularly during its transition
from traditional patterns toward modern forms of life and social recognition.

The central research question is: how are the different forms of cultural capital represented in
Mehri, and what relationship do they establish with the power structure, the reproduction of
prestige, and the tribe’s transition from tradition to modernity? This study addresses the
question by extracting textual data through qualitative content analysis and analyzing them
through a descriptive-analytical approach based on Bourdieu’s threefold classification of
cultural capital. The study aims to clarify the role of cultural resources in the representation of
social relations, prestige, power, and cultural transformation within the Qashqai community.

Discussion

The findings demonstrate that the novel Mehri represents a dynamic field in which different
forms of cultural capital are accumulated, displayed, and exchanged. The first state, embodied
cultural capital, is manifested through the physical and mental skills of the characters.
Competences such as horsemanship, marksmanship, and Bayati singing are not merely hobbies
or practical tools for survival; rather, they constitute an important part of the nomadic habitus.
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Individuals who possess these skills gain respect and social prestige within the tribe. Similarly,
weaving skills among women constitute a form of embodied cultural capital transmitted across
generations. These skills possess both artistic and economic value and demonstrate how cultural
knowledge is preserved through everyday practices and familial transmission.

The second state, objectified cultural capital, is manifested in physical artifacts and material
possessions. Carpets, kilims, jajims, traditional attire, rifles, and horses in Mehri transcend their
immediate utilitarian functions and acquire symbolic significance. These objects are not simply
elements of the material life of the tribe; their possession can also indicate social standing and
authority. Owning a fine horse or a superior rifle strengthens the owner’s prestige within the
tribal hierarchy. Thus, the possession of such objects illustrates the conversion of economic
capital into symbolic capital and power, showing how material resources acquire broader social
meanings within the tribal structure.

The third state, institutionalized cultural capital, enters the narrative through institutions such
as “mobile nomadic schools.” These schools signify the penetration of formal and modern
education into the traditional nomadic structure. They introduce new criteria of evaluation and
prestige that differ from the tribe’s traditional standards. Throughout the story, the coexistence,
and at times the tension, between traditional capital, such as martial skills and nomadic
migration, and modern capital, such as academic education and official credentials, becomes
evident. This contrast reflects the community’s movement from traditional patterns toward
modern forms of social recognition.

Furthermore, the novel addresses the status of women within this social context. The
character of Mehri represents women who, despite possessing embodied cultural capital,
particularly weaving skills and artistic talent, remain constrained by the patriarchal and
customary structure of the tribe. Their social agency is restricted by paternal authority and tribal
norms. Ultimately, the discussion demonstrates that the novel’s cultural elements serve
functions beyond narrative or aesthetic representation: they participate in acquiring prestige,
generating power, and reproducing social order. In this way, Mehri effectively portrays the
social reproduction and power dynamics of the Qashqai community.

Conclusion

Relying on a sociological approach and Pierre Bourdieu’s theory of cultural capital, the
present study demonstrates that the novel Mehri goes beyond a mere literary representation of
the nomadic lifeworld, providing a platform for observing the mechanisms of social
reproduction. A rigorous analysis of capital forms within the novel reveals that Bourdieu’s
theoretical concepts are manifested with high precision in the symbolic structure of the narrated
Qashgqai society.

In the first step, the analysis of embodied cultural capital shows that skills such as
horsemanship, marksmanship, and singing Bayatis are not merely practices for survival or
entertainment; rather, these skills have penetrated the minds and bodies of the subjects in the
form of habitus. This embodiment of knowledge and skill, as an non-transferable asset, serves
as the foundation for shaping a distinct way of living among tribe members, through which
boundaries between social groups are demarcated and individual prestige is consolidated.

In the second step, objectified cultural capital in the form of items such as handicrafts,
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clothing, horses, and rifles functions as symbols of authority. Research findings indicate that
these objects, far beyond their exchange value and material utility, possess symbolic value. In
fact, possessing and displaying these items serves as an instrument for converting material
capital into symbolic capital, through which an individual’s social position within the tribal
power hierarchy is reproduced or renegotiated.

Furthermore, the transition from traditional structures toward institutionalized cultural capital
through mobile schools indicates a structural shift within nomadic society. The presence of
these educational institutions reveals that the effort to obtain formal credentials seeks to link
traditional capitals with modern state structures. This highlights the confrontation and
simultaneous coexistence between traditional cultural capital and modern cultural capital to gain
positions within new power structures.

Ultimately, the findings demonstrate that in nomadic life, the capacity to convert various
capitals into power and prestige is the primary factor in sustaining power relations in society.
The novel Mehri accurately shows how cultural capital, in its embodied and objectified forms, is
transformed into symbolic capital and then into political power and social prestige after passing
through social and symbolic relations. This process constitutes the main mechanism for
reproducing class and power structures in nomadic societies. From this perspective, the present
research contributes to existing scholarship not only by filling the gap between ethnic literature
and cultural sociology, but also by elucidating how power is reproduced in transitional societies.
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