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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

The city of Kerman has been hosting a significant population of Afghan
immigrants for decades. Two population groups live side by side in this city:
the majority of native Iranians and the minority of Afghan immigrants, who
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Article history: are themselves divided into several generations. Our issue in this article is to
Received 27 February 2026 examine th; process of linguistic identity assimilation of the.third generation

) of Afghan immigrants (those who were born in Iran and their parents) in the
Revised 14 May 2026 city of Kerman. To conduct the research, the ethnographic method and in-
Accepted 30 May 2026 depth interview techniques with 40 people, extensive participatory

observation, and content analysis were used. The third generation of Afghan
immigrants experience a special situation due to their common cultural

characteristics (birth and full socialization in Iran, deep generational

Keywords: disconnection from Afghanistan, monolingual Persian with a Kermani
Afghan immigrants, dialect). This situation, which is an extension of Turner's concept of
Afghanistan, liminality to "permanent generational liminality," can be explained as the
Kerman, result of a process of complete assimilation and long-term acculturation. The
Linguistic Assimilation, results of this study indicate that third-generation linguistic assimilation,

influenced by factors such as the symbolic capital of the host dialect,
systematic linguistic discrimination, long-term educational immersion,
persistent fear of rejection and repatriation, and a deep generational
disconnect, has shifted from an integration strategy to full assimilation,
leading to Persian monolingualism, a break from the mother tongue, and the
formation of a hybrid identity.

Third-generation.
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Introduction

There is widespread migration of Afghans to the city of Kerman, which is located near the
Afghan border and is a major destination for migrants due to the availability of jobs. The third
generation of these migrants, who were born and raised in Iran, are teenagers who are descendants
of second-generation migrants were born in Kerman and have faced challenges in the process of
linguistic identity assimilation includes adjusting accent, vocabulary, and speech patterns with the
Kerman dialect. This generation has been exposed to the dominant Iranian educational system,
digital media, and social interactions since birth, and has often marginalized their native language or
dialect.

Linguistic assimilation is a complex process in which migrants are pressured to abandon their
native language and cultural identity. This linguistic and cultural transition can lead to identity
crises, cultural dislocation, and psychological stress, especially when individuals face
discrimination or lack support in integrating into the host society (Berry, 1992: 69-85). This issue,
especially in the field of anthropology, highlights the need for qualitative research into the linguistic
identity assimilation of the third generation. The “third generation” refers to individuals who and
whose parents were both born in Iran. Also, they do not have any lived experience of Afghanistan.
This generational disconnect from origin is not a random phenomenon, but rather the structural
result of “permanent generational liminality,” an extension of Turner’s concept of liminality in
which an individual neither leaves a previous position nor enters a new one, but remains fixed in a
transitional state for a time or forever (Turner, 1969: 94-97).

The necessity of this research is significant from several perspectives: first, a better
understanding of this process can help immigration policymakers design educational and cultural
programs that strike a balance between social integration and the preservation of linguistic diversity,
thereby helping to reduce social conflicts and improve coexistence in immigrant-receiving
communities such as Kerman. Second, at a theoretical level, this study can enrich the literature on
acculturation and identity in immigration, especially by focusing on the role of generational, media,
and educational factors in linguistic change. Third, given the recent waves of migration following
the Taliban takeover, this research can provide a basis for psychological and social support for the

younger generations of migrants, which ultimately contributes to social stability in Iran.

Discussion
The third generation has undergone extensive changes which are influenced by technology and

cultural changes in the media. The strategies that this generation uses to assimilate linguistic
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identity are presented below.

5-1-1- Efforts to prove a new identity: The gradual process of generational change is an effective
strategy in the linguistic assimilation, which has caused an environment where the dominant
language is Persian.

5-1-2- Modeling global trends and overcoming local patterns: The third generation do not limit
their perspective to their living environment, and their role models in cultural issues do not end with
their living environment.

5-1-3- Educational immersion for greater mastery of language: Participation in formal education
in Iranian schools, begins with the third generation and continues in later educational levels.

5-1-4- Active use of cyberspace for linguistic imitation: Young people are more likely to be
present in cyberspace than to engage in direct social interactions.

5-1-5- Creative Code-Switching to Express Hybrid Identity: Code-switching in linguistic
assimilation refers to the intentional or unconscious switching between languages or dialects to
express multiple identities or adapt to different environments.

5-1-6- Conscious avoidance of the mother tongue to reduce discrimination and linguistic
harassment: Third-generation have the necessary skills to speak Persian due to assimilation in
various cultural areas to reduce harassed and ridiculed.

5-1-7- Distance from extremist groups and traditional Afghan identity: They consciously
distance itself from the traditional Afghan linguistic due to witnessing social pressures from
extremist groups such as the Taliban.

5-1-8- Friendship with Iranian peers: social interactions with Iranian peers in common spaces
have reduced the social distance between immigrants and the host community.

In addition to the strategies that this generation uses to assimilate linguistic, Linguistic
Assimilation Factors in the Third Generation are presented below.

5-2-1- Severing identity ties with Afghanistan: Third generation tries to prove a new identity that
they have acquired over time. Severing cultural ties with Afghanistan has placed the concept before
the new generation that they have found an identity separate from Afghanistan.

5-2-2- Fear of deportation: The shadow of deportation from Iran weighs heavily on the Afghan
immigrant community. The stress of deportation from Iran has affected different generations.

5-2-3- Language and the Challenge of Skill Training: In addition to participating in the labor
market, they have moved towards more specialized professions and uses standard Persian as a key

tool for professional success.
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Conclusion

From an anthropological perspective, the Third generation is in a deep acculturation process that,
under the influence of the theory of the "third space" and the theory of the "liminal", has formed a
hybrid identity that is neither completely Afghan nor completely accepted as Iranian. Social factors
such as discrimination pressures and fear of rejection have acted as the main drivers of linguistic
adaptation. Economic factors and educational factors have also strengthened this process. The
assimilation of linguistic identity in the third generation has led to complete mastery of standard
Persian and the Kermani dialect, which has been formed through the educational system, interaction
with peers, and specialized occupations. This linguistic mastery has led to economic mobility,
relative social acceptance, and the acquisition of linguistic capital (Bourdieu, 1991). In contrast,
undesirable consequences include a deep cultural break with Afghanistan, reduced proficiency in
native languages, and psychological trauma resulting from the experience of linguistic violence.
The third generation uses a variety of strategies. Creative code-switching has served as a means of
expressing hybrid identity (Bhabha, 1994) and social acceptance.

In summary, the study shows that the third generation of Afghan immigrants in Kerman city are
in a permanent liminal state, a concept that Victor Turner describes as a stage between separation
from the previous identity and entry into a new one. This generation, contrary to classical rites of

passage, is entrenched in the liminal stage.
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