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This research, based on interdisciplinary approaches of anthropology and
sociology in archaeological analysis, investigates the process of cultural
hegemony formation and the mechanisms of producing order and legitimacy
through coercive power and consent during the Seleucids period. The
Seleucids period coincided with political and cultural confrontation between
Greeks and Iranian societies, as well as deep social, intellectual, and religious
transformations in Iran, which can be observed and interpreted through
material data such as architecture, statues of Gods, coins,pottery, and burial
practices. During this period, the spread of Hellenic culture led to the decline
of many elements of the Achaemenid culture, and a new model called
“Hellenic culture”’emerged with distinct social and cultural traditions.The
replacement of Achaemenid architectural styles with Greek elements and
decorations, the spread of temples and statues related to Greek Gods, and the
emergence of new types of pottery and changes in burial rituals are among the
most significant manifestations of this cultural transformation. The reflection
of'this cultural hegemony is particularly visible in western Iran. In this context,
the city of Nahavand, due to its diverse Hellenistic archaeological data—
including Greek inscriptions, architectural elements, and burial structures
(tumuli)}—holds a prominent position in the study of this phenomenon.
Therefore, this research focuses on this region to analyze the dimensions of
Hellenic hegemony. The research methodology is based on combined field
and library studies, and the data have been analyzed using a historical-
analytical approach. The fieldwork focuses on excavation findings in the
Dokhaharan district and the Naqqarechi Tumulus in Nahavand.
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Introduction

"Hellenism" begins with the entry of "Alexander the Great" (336 BCE) into Asia and also
encompasses a large part of the Parthian era. However, the decisive outcome of Alexander's
campaigns was not the conquest of the Achaemenid Empire; these territorial gains were soon lost
after Alexander's death. What proved to be truly decisive was the Greek cultural influence in these
regions. It is worth recalling that prior to the arrival of the Seleucids, some Greek artists and craftsmen
had worked for the Achaemenids, but these instances were rare phenomena. In contrast, with
Alexander and during the period following him, Greek culture in its various manifestations penetrated
the East, and its influence endured for several centuries. This expanse, from Iran to its easternmost
point—namely, the city of Ai Khanoum on the banks of the Amu Darya in Afghanistan, with its
construction of a Greek temple—stands as clear evidence of this culture's influence [under the
designation of "Hellenizing culture"]. In this regard, we need only mention the coins, on which the
inscriptions are mainly in Greek, especially at the beginning of this period, and often bear the epithet
"philhellene" (Shippman, 2011: 6). In this study, the influence of Hellenic culture (the Hellenistic /
Hellenizing era) is analyzed through the sociological lens of "Antonio Gramsci" under the title "Greek
Hegemony." "Hegemony," in its theoretical sense, is a concept that refers to the enduring and
multidimensional domination of one group or center of power over another society (Gramsci, 1971;
2000), which will be further elaborated within the theoretical framework.

Research Questions and Hypotheses: The propositions of this research are dedicated to
identifying the signs of Greek hegemony in Nahavand. The first proposition asks: how can the
observed differences in religious structure, as manifested in temples and burial practices, along with
the accompanying specific rituals, be interpreted within the framework of the mechanisms of
production and representation of social status in a society? And to what extent can these distinctions
express a symbolic order that transcends mere political domination? The second proposition focuses
on the position of temples within this ritual order, particularly the temple of Laodicea attributed to
"Antiochus III," which, in terms of its architecture and associated objects, holds a distinctive status.
Within this framework, the following questions arise: what phenomena, and in what ways, play a role
in the representation of power, sanctity, and a possible cultural order? Can it be regarded as a symbolic
mediator of the production of meaning and social legitimacy? What was the role of temple
construction in consolidating the rule of the Seleucids? Finally, the main issue is whether, based on
the Seleucid archaeological evidence from Nahavand, one can speak of a modified concept of
"Hellenic cultural hegemony"—a concept in which power has also played a role not only through
governmental institutions but also through ritual, religion, and cultural consent.

Discussion

In the introduction and definition of hegemony, it was noted that this phenomenon rests on two
main pillars: first, "coercion," meaning the political and military capacity to impose one's will and
enforce laws; and second, "consent," meaning the capacity to shape the worldview, values, and
"common sense" within a society through institutions such as education, religion, media, and
tradition, in such a way that the existing order appears natural (Gramsci, 1971; 2000). On this basis,
over approximately one century of unquestioned dominance, and over several centuries in the deeper
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layers of various parts of the cultural realm of Iran, the Greeks made use of both of these fundamental
pillars in consolidating their rule. The following analysis of this research will be explained
accordingly.

- First, "Coercion": This refers to the political and military capacity to impose one's will and
enforce laws, which the Greeks achieved through their invasion of Iran and the conquest of the
Achaemenid Empire. In this process and its earliest manifestations, it takes shape through the
confrontations of Alexander, and subsequently, his successors—from Seleucus I to Antiochus VII—
continually engaged in regional and transregional wars, consistently seeking to maintain and impose
their dominance through military force. For example, one can mention the campaign of Seleucus (308
BCE) to the eastern regions against Sandracottus (Chandragupta), or his other campaign (in 301 BCE)
to Syria, in which he defeated Antigonus (Shippman, 2011: 23). Other notable wars of this period
include the conflicts with Egypt during two different timeframes concerning the expansion of
maritime borders. In one of these wars, Antiochus III alone was able to consolidate his power and
influence, at least nominally, in Bactria and the Far East (209-205 BCE), acquired the title "Great
King," and obtained substantial booty (Bikerman, 2010: 104). These instances represent only a part
of the Seleucid conflicts based on "coercion" from Gramsci's perspective.

- Second, "Consent": This refers to the capacity to shape the worldview, values, and "common
sense" within a society through institutions such as education, religion, media, and tradition, in such
a way that the existing order appears natural. Manifestations of this can be examined and studied
through the construction of temples in regions such as Nahavand and Khurheh, as well as the burial
of Hephaestion in Hamadan and the Tumulus of Nugharchi (Nagharechi) in Nahavand, along with
the presence of various Greek sculptures and deities—particularly the statue of Hercules at Bisotun
(Baghestan), located in one of the key ideological centers of the cultural realm of Iran—and the
change of language in inscriptions and coins.

Conclusion

The outcome of the research indicates that the findings from the Nahavand county —particularly
the Greek inscription of Antiochus attesting to the presence of the Temple of Laodicea, as well as the
archaeological findings in two areas, the Do-Khaharan (Two Sisters) neighborhood and the
Nagharechi tomb, with their Greek (Hellenic) traditions represent part of the manifestations of
Hellenic hegemony in western Iran. This position demonstrates the consolidation of Hellenic cultural
hegemony by Alexander and his successors in Iranian society following the Achaemenid Empire.
Accordingly, the replacement of Iranian culture with Greek culture should be interpreted as Hellenic
hegemony, since the signs of the formation of the mechanisms of power and domination of Greek
culture, and its political, religious, linguistic, and other influences, cast a shadow until the end of the
Parthian period and continued until the emergence of Sasanian society. In this research, through the
formulation of questions concerning the nature and quality of the hegemony of Hellenic culture in
Iranian society during the period following the Achaemenid Empire, based on the Seleucid
archaeological findings from the city of Nahavand, hypotheses were proposed, the evaluation of
which is presented below.

First Hypothesis: The construction of temples, particularly the Temple of Laodicea in Nahavand
by Antiochus III and its dedication to the Queen, likely reflects a ritual process aimed at producing
and consolidating the social status of the Seleucids in line with the primary objective of the campaigns
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of Alexander and his successors, the "Hellenization of Iran"by employing "soft power" alongside
"hard power." Based on the findings presented, this hypothesis aligns with the statements of Bikerman
(2010) regarding the "Hellenization of the East" and is confirmed. Within this framework, these
distinctions are considered not merely the result of individual differences but rather part of an
organized symbolic order that consistently played an essential role in the formal institutions of power
within Hellenic society as it established itself in conquered territories. This proposition holds true to
the extent that the Seleucids typically named the cities they founded during this period after their
kings or wives; the naming of Seleucid-period Nahavand as "Laodicea" is an instance of this practice.

Second Hypothesis: This emphasizes that the construction of temples played a fundamental role
in the representation of power, sanctity, and a possible cultural order, because, after conquering any
of the cities they invaded, the Greeks first proceeded to replace religious symbols. A clear example
of this is the construction of the statue of Hercules at Bisotun, the building of a temple in Nahavand
(with an inscription placed at its entrance) and at Khurheh in Mahallat, and the replacement of
religious symbols on the inscriptions and coins minted during the Seleucid period (such as the image
of the goddess of victory, Nike), which necessarily implied a transformation of governmental and
official structures. This hypothesis is further confirmed by the construction of the Temple of Laodicea
and its dedication to Queen Laodice (sister-wife of Antiochus), according to the text of the Greek
inscription discovered in Nahavand. All this evidence indicates the establishment and consolidation
of the mechanisms of power and Greek cultural domination from the time of Alexander and his
successors in Iranian society. The effects of this hegemony in the political, religious, and linguistic
spheres continued at least until the Parthian period and laid the groundwork for the cultural
developments preceding the formation of Sasanian society.
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