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ol Sl Sa S Sloal 5 0L slaaad LIB s el DS L5l oS el
S Olers b S8 a8 LS o Jos placaly, diea BN OL , glaaad
LS o ol ol ol 5 SO SIS s Cand s 4 DI L elslly s
S8y e A5 wGlp ol el Ll L8 S (IS slaaad) esgie Jde s

Ayt fsl g e o) S Sl
(O] éj.)u;iuhj‘) Ll 3l o s wle K 3l clS ¢ rLf 33
03 eSS sl e al 3 eSS Sl s S, Sl (S e s Ol (i 5 el
3 ok 3 ol Wi (3lakisls 680 S das e 0L (s slageh &
Sprge ol Cal 0 Sl 0 s A F) elBES 5 B Dpen Kb
ol 31t cpl s 5l o oS ol KT (Gluckman, 1954; 1955; 1963) skl s
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Ll .(Bakhtin, 1984) <ol & slize il r\j 5 0 el s OVAFA) 5 okl
Slaaad) 3l baaas sl o ool 555 85 s Gl cpl ( DI 0L, slaaas s
JU (OB slaaad) 4 — ol 1,38 5 psles B (3lutisyls LOT 3 45 — (i s
S o 31 5 S ey Slane 5 ol a3l Lleainls 0T 3 S s
LsS 5 e (Suosps sl b Jiten 2enS 5k L5l.aA(=UéJ 23 ks pmed S5 il Ll
o1 e sl OUT (g3lusslel 5 0Ly 5 5 08358 O3l (5 p b Kan b oot 3
5 ollaas sl w288 e S el s bl Gl slasles L
5 b e oltle (giad el L3 Jlistle L/l 30 5 w053 S5 e aad JlaiSl,
UISH Ran b il 5 ler S 5 ol 0 ey 0T LSO s Bk ol
a5 S5 OB Ol slaaad s e JlnglS

33 Sl @l b gl S Ol e (Tumer, 1968) 55 ol ki
2 oalg Ol Il plazal 5 (s COMEL G ) pots (sobale o Ol L 051 85k
Ol p &l 3 QNS Ol o li0ly, slal Jo 3 4 3555 4 s b a5l
3l el ge IS P = IS Sl (3lal b 1y Lo 5 dlo o by sl Aliea DG
Wl Lexrly Olosl 5 o DUl glacaasd ol gt 13 05 e 1) O & gla Sa
(Saffari, 2017; Atkins & Gaffney, 2017) 55 sdslin x5 o 5 LexIdl 05
S (DB seb g 0L slaaad s (S5l Oy slaaad S (Sos s
o5 Oak s o Bl g el Jlesl 5 Ayl s slasled Rea 4oy sl st
Ol Lig 03 Gupms B ) Sor Dbk Ola ol 3 LS e sl 1y 0L
0L slaaad s o OLis 355 SIS BT 53 .S o Wl (5 5l 5 0L, (laaad
3 GIASN ol Slale e 3 ojlgen AL ileags p olaculy, S
{Zipes, 2007; 2006) Llods A 555k 5 4 S K5 elazl gla 2SGiS

S Cl (e &Iy 2 e 0L, laaad ST w85l en B
Aeape QLA Sl apd gt platx] Jas 5 5l e o ALy (MBI LS 4 il

1 Normative ldeological Marxist Communitas
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slrals 5 g s e Ologd A i il waly) Ll s i 685
B3 on g S ol L L (i Sy S ) S8 S sl O 058
sy SWedsy et 5 BT jsba e BHILL (S ol el s slapllss o
B! sl 2l il @l p lile, 4 0L glaaas 55,5 o 13 S50
(S Hle gl ole Jdsas 3l p Sl Ol )50 5 LA sd 0 J
ob s DU anl (s B 5) iy b pllai e gt Bibos 5 0LaziSal S 4 s
3o b (Dlde s peenlis el ol ol sl laaad 5 ol ooy (Wals o0
L e T D S e 1A P U VA PG PR Py
Sl Sa s SISl Gaesr Sl Sads 53 i ol S Gl (Sl
el ol &S e e aedlylS Sl (S50 b ablis (gl 0Ll 55 5 08555 Dl
Al 6O SRk B Crler sl &
3l P a Obn laaad sl aen G5k n S a0 e sk 0l
ol s el asnaal SIS lalnl 5 baa a5l 68 o 5l 8L (KISl
0L slaaas jlitle oS das o OLis Oy . sls cpoliy 28 Ol wassVy SUT e
et s Sl gl sy slas SO 5 acaased by 04 b bed olie &L
sl e el 51 L(Propp, 1968) dell e and olg slas o8 4 ole ol s
baasd ol 5 als) s SO 3 555 85 blisw Olsi e 5 0L slaanad )
23Sl S 5 el pliae a5 0T o 65 () 55 85 038 o wad s
S s ol SUT 5 50 el )T gl ol 51 ealizal Cpmler ol oS
(Uther, 2004) &S s wal 3 15 0T Lagkss dglie 5 baaad Mdlop olobid OISGI 5
S it 53 oS ke b L S 4K e OLES oS das e o3l ] Ky 4 pla ol
S 3 gl Cotad ol Olejon 25 g0 S5 Sl slrs (oslite b
b IS 0T 3l 5 Oy 8ad i sl b smler aele 4 a0

ez 03 0 aaal SS9 Sl W55 agd sl 48 g pled fsjﬂda 2l (plew d2d)
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aasds Sy Bl 0L, dad Ol 5 e oS sl Sa (Thompson, 1977) ol (5,5 2
esls 0Ly daBas
LG Skl s S B s Ghasn cnl esehe de psamans
YooV o) s BT s 0L laaas OS5 s (eSS 5 slal
(S S 5 ol il gl Sl Ol oy lies; 5 sl glaslnl
b = (Sa b s Dl 53 1) DI 0L slaaad s S5 AV Jlew OIS

Db @l LSS s e (o 3l O

R Koy ¥
ety cpl A 550 5 i3l o8 das o QLS OUEN 0L laanad 85055 Sler Slallas
el 033 s 03 53 810 ooty el s 5 S ile SIS e 5
S5 Ans e 0L o BT 5 6 il s Sor 0 o) OSB3 cn e S S
o S eSS olauls) Sl edlwse melir 03 ekse Dby glaasd
(Zipes, 2007; 2006) Lok Iy B sla 25 alaiil 5w ol 4B sl sl
5 s Ol glaaad oS Wlesls 0L O Kyt K05 5 s «Suusd Sl 3550 53
S Gl Sa a0 28 Gl ol il 5 53l Dlrs Gasd bl 555 L3 O
— s A4S 5 e )8 Wbl Smaxr slaials, 4 1) 5 gl (635 s melle g el
Jy i slasled 4 el Bl 3l Sy GB1Lal 5 Olals e ol s Lsls adliylS
(Zipes,2006; 2007; Clark, <l szl 5o 8001 030 sukinled anad Oloygd 5 L s oo
Farquhar, 2015; Shengi, 2015; ) das . Ol W sy oo 53 19815 Kelly, 2007).
slaaas (gl Olyss > o554 a5 (Xiaojin, 2010; Naftali, 2014a; 2014b; Spence, 1990
g el Gda L e 55L (sles g Slush B3 by B s balldl s dlale
3y abiaas Lol oKl 5 g b glx ol camas L Gl da ol sl

3 S e e |y g a glsly 5 Slias NI IS oS
3 Sy Glacalsy 5 S8 Slosl &5 33l e ST Sldlas (LS 55 o
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ol 4 aad 5558 e aale @széum Q—:jiib.- Ol Ole g3 D s2e ol
Wald, 1978; ) ssi e J pedlplds 5 SUlSaer slajisl sl ly
Lo g b (e glaaad dax ) dlale ols; slap b Le (o) (Kumaraswami, 2016
Al glacalss 4 ) 35 sl b s esls S i 5 Gl Sa b slaslg
o lmble S L el 5 s e A sl Bl glacan S| ool 5 i el
) s LS el s Slusl 5 5,003 4t 5 ede lajle 1 S OUS pl o
(OBl s cle s sl s Shae S8 v a0 il opl ps .ol 1404 OO
J_}J&%}\)ﬁ d&l.a.ﬁb—\ aU)}Lf}a&L{.«AJB

OBk p b Ssess ‘u_<._ajﬁ Slaclw Jdow ¢ Sloe glaesls 4 sbawl b s 55
Sh e Jee 53w cpl s bl e das e Ol SbS OB sl 2
laaad il (S8 Olosl Cony ol ol DB mamr Cosa A 550 5 OO Al 3
S Ol e @ piuaga 5 e DB gl s Ol B
S alese 555 Sl By & 01 5 503 an Sl OIS (4l 53 e Do s
Slaas dax ) baad (sl opl ol Slosl sl 5 elel 5 SIS
Lo ool ol en b (B 6 Kin 3 S Ole by e (Sl 5 6558
w3l |y addS WSS slaaad 5 Ll e dabl o g5L Gla baaad LS 5o
i @ s s dms e esk Y 5 b L OB kS
3Rl S masle Ol g Gl (B 0k, (5l 4l e S5 S5
BEES) 4:.9J§ ‘) Ja; dlﬁ;@j le} cdmb j))L.A 4;)6 ¢L5.DA.5.:‘ ;SJJS d)?: A UL’L‘J-@—;
e s Jags e B el Gl i B s pads bS5 L ol
(Kumaraswami, 2016) s & . olosl sudluls

E) il ‘-;\NL:ANJ JM\MLSJSJ.{MZ ):V.@L;:,.L‘u%l )‘&6@%5 BE) cj..»'jd..o
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Wbdv\eggw‘)b)ﬁjﬂis&i44.@«3‘}&:'5@5&;5&)“)@@&53“
Ole gm0l ol ot bsOlasl slaiass 51 Jies (3500 Slalllae oo
e Al Sl b s SEPPu) o el slaokaasS 5 aad IS g
Ol pl Sl sladas 5 dlule lacls, (e Bd 53 oS L e DL Wala
5 St Oy SN BT 5 ehsar (b 5 plaarl SV Lo s
S slacalsy mhaw 515 Liledd G55 5l 5 (ealil Gla il s ol Gl
(, 2006Ghaeni) Llazs, 515 odSp 3 o b

ety 5 bawas das e 0l Ol 55 SaS Slosl 5Ly a\)&@)u Slalas
Wl elamr! 5 (Son b Ll sla0lesiS 31 o o)l gen csle Sn s 5l a3 5,
slasles 5 2ol Jsl Gl plaolpl 4 polw (155 Glaey s 53 osa 5 Lledss
5 srldasels gla tass oopl 05353l (Mohsenpour,1988) LlaiS Ju e
5 okals by &5 das e 0L oSl ML 1 e Olyss 5yl K Sllas
5l Sum 3 S8 s ulal 28 (S b slaslg s beila 3 SaS Sl
2 aad 5 el S5 SN S Sl S as gl kiles S L1 L s S
@ ok OBl Jl= pl L 2008Ghaeni) col eles o Kim p Al
8 Sl G el BB 5 Wles S e lila, b ool (Sl slam
0l sl o el pes plals, I 0Ly sl s S5
oo 4 I L 1 O S e jole rass oS (Ot IS ) s SO ol
XS ket 5 Sy 5 okl Ol

S 3 Ly ol Osmr g obe i S5 s b (Bl SIS el 5 sl
@ l3m) A o 4 i d s dex I O OF 08Ul 5 O slaoleS
OLES (VWAY) OB &Ll OIS 53 5 (VTN sl opmm) (4 g ko s 51 .(VF0)
3 el QIS Gl sl 6t 4 gmenad 5 il lacaly) 450 &S das e
Jebos 5 WL, slaosls 4 151 L emlilllan cpl o Jy gl o3 s S5
Karimi and ) 1S o azexr Sl 5 asle Kn 3 Ole g 5o 1) 428 oL pslas

03 DI OL,y slaaad das o Ol gl Aoty § yorea s .(Hassanzadeh, 2010
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SIS 3 LS ko oS ol ol Sl 55 OF 51 Jray cnl 5,8 o0 0 SIS ey
G WS e el d ) SO - plel e s WS ase) (e D3y OIS
b o 3 1 O laanad o 51 Sn b lacyls, s S5 dasn o3lrl Kiass
ol o> (Fairclough, 1995; 1992) &S v sl sk 5 Gidsnl o,
SlsiS (sl S Llteay a3l 0520 Ol ety B 6 BT 0Ly (slaaal o g sler
S;i‘)bb. 3 ML s 03 plarl 5 el SV 2y 3 &S s s ey p
(s 13,8 0 el C]a“ a3 o gy cpl 53 (08T sl ) Wledss slse
il ) 85 b s bselazal dacaasd (ol ols OF 3 &S (e s
Tl p 3 (s g0 oz bl Sladls 5 (655 e Sladls 3 sas 5 (/agS (oo o/ Ollals
Sl 53 el G e 5 LT o 55l S Glaesd 4 S Sl gl
SIS L baas ol s 0 53 S (olazx! Jas o o 5 8351 5 o I
3php Jdod SSdSul Gpl S gladnl s b S ey ke
sloSa olaxdS s iass dull Cuale 4 4> L (Fairclough, 1992; 1995)
b = K s ke Jler 0 Gl plate 5 S tie ey oS 2pd e S Se
5 e Ol aad s Aol Lol S sl ST LS 5 e (s sbul 0l
i g 5 o O (S oy B 0Ly slaaad OF 53 oS - (b a3l
lacamased Of 3 48 il sl € owliwm 0l /IS o g SOl 331 5 geed 0= Ll o]
wleisl 5 Ol sl (nl gl SSelS (ul - il Sl Jeb s iS
L Ok slhaal Sl bbb (s 85 ol s Lsde el s 5
JU Sl ol IS 5 OBl ek 4 ESuCae s e 5 g Gl ol S
ol Conal drly (S o 5 (Kb el Oldl e 5l S (gl 1l s e

.(Eagleton, 1991; van Dijk, 2008) ..

S35, G 5 il XY
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53 el slwsl 5 S5l Ol s 5l edulaiil sl yos b s Ol dadita

25 al 528 s

sl o .0
5 Olpl 3 BN 0Ly laaad sl il 5 B Obe sdes slasls I SO
3l asy S5 a3 35S a3l T ol elanrl 5 ol 3L 4 s 5 piS
@ b (Bl Eal e 5 ooy SHL @ Sl (SIS LS 5 e (55,58
Ol 53 &S Jlmss calnil o Ol slaanad U5 8) misl 5 ol sl 30k
a3 5 W ol ot 5 DL w35 i oisar 5 S ole Sl g 51
@3l G il 5 o Shes B s 0L glaaad SED Sl LS 5 e sy 52
oo 45 5 S 5 e ea SO0 b as) 3 4k I VIV L 5l s e i
©olg cpl il Gl b sl diesls G plaS 5 OLasl 4 Sleee 4l plS 26 8
el LIS el ol ged s DL L g5 sl Oty 5 iyalost] oS
Aol n Sladiay Ol ol ool Gy 51,2l (S8 Sl il e

S5 eSS WSk Ol 05,5 onl 53 0L, sleawas OB 5 e
Olesls o 3L Lol 55 oMb ads ol 4 ssds pals 1 (Kelly, 2007) 5 S oLl
JJJSD);"Jl)f_ Slosr 3 Dl S 4 1) 58550 VAY0 Jl )3 s d A gRgee
Pl aS 5 8 Sl s colo A St o pla ol a4 e o 0L (5 0
Sl sl (slaesns (Zipes, 2015: 622-623) 1S s L3 ol bl L oLLIS
by o 0Ll S s 5 Vol b (goysd sl 53 SIS slaaas
Sheddess il Jose i dmd e i 0ie 5 Wb ade Sle 5 | S placaass

&Mu@;.}»&:d\fﬂ)b\w' 2-&:)36\:&**“9#)‘)}4&2'\&3%})‘)3 dl{)‘.’. 6&&&3

1 Purposive Sampling

2 Union of Soviet Writers

3 Gosizdat

4 The Golden Key (Buratino)
5 Buratino

6 Morozko
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Lol gm0 aseus opl o s oy Sl (gpm 31VAPF Dl L3 5L e
S oo b b 5 LS e o3k 35d e o ksd o8 Vi Aad 3wl imy 55 i
(Zipes, 2015) auy oo OLL 4 me S glasles 5

o3l3als Gl L Y40 BT gladle b s Vydew &b 03 ol il glacs o
kb = (Magill, 1986: 1696) coul o jan B 15 2 Olojgd s oS 03553
3y0 dod kb 3 3ph g ala 14 028 15550 gpm 51 VARY Dl s Le cpl Ly b
3y Calss ol Slasles A4Sy a3 e ol (V470 2IAQ) T il 5o TS
O3l (6 g 51 il Ll slad Ol goas 3 0 4 (Olesha, 2001) 425 REE .(Kelly, 2007)
a((JS)J-il O Sbpacd dad 3 (2023) S, cpemen At eSS
5> ks (i bojole 5 aedligSias S tanles o S e Gl Bl placeass
5 ekd B et Oloygd TS T Ole > 45 Lsd e gk SUE an aad
OAYA) ¥ o5 S 5 e b > el sdd esh 0L e liylSas o8 Saa
Sl ebli= Gl by s S chiua Wbb&;—db—ﬁ Ol S 0Ll g 58 5 OS5 S
.(Geldern and Stites, 1995: 303-311) was o |35 555 sl o3l sl

mr b s 5 ol ) Vo codle S AUS L ST (g p ek had o
WOIf, ) 3 5 o oo 55 ool O3 s 5 51 oS bl 335w 5 (o o 5 25 0l
dls sdge 1y aibs opl e G 6 sper Slicks OlaiLls 35 e L3 (2016:246

- g . Z 4 wl P . ol .
L pbeaad Ll oo S 0 S8 s opl 5o o F Gosger OB s 5 4l Sl

1 Aleksandr Rou

2 Nadezhda Kosheverova

3Three Fat Men

4 Yuri Olesha

5 Old Izergil/ Crapyxa 13epruib»

7 Timur and His Squad

8 Department of Propaganda of the CCP
9 Chinese Writers’ Association
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2015) Wiss e oo 3L DI US55 1 BT 5 Ol a5l 5 bl bl
55 sl ad ) sy 5w o OBl 0L, gleawd s (Xiaojin, 2010; Farquhar,
D3 i ge s Vot s e 53 S edalie Ol e Sl 030l BL| s,
Sl Sl K aad l 53 &S e ol O Sate A oS ol edisei (553 5l 3,5
Srps a Slans o3 5 OGN G b Sl Sl 5 s Sl L el #lasl 5 esl el
.(Farquhar, 2015) 4as . @) 3osles/ oyt 3

Denton, 1996; ) <l 0L L ojsle 51 Slaises IUSS s 5 sola) head
iad e 3 Ol oL, Kos 4as (Eberhard 1937; Dongfeng et al., 2009: 6-7
VI98BEARE) ool b3 L Kor 0lo,gd oS358 0 3 o sl TS 5L em S S
ds G Gl el o gams P01 51 (6815 GlaceS 5 Kd ) (Saisei/
and ) el Sl alae 5 Ol ygd S35 w3 L IAVETIAPP 550 53 (OGN
el 28 5l 4 el 5 Slib AT & g3l Laws -l 5 .(Qiuhong Chuang, 2021
Ao il Ollalu/ols 5 aeti ol sl Sk a1 CKs penn e b
laeas 5 ol OF MBI 0Bl g8 5 Glias sddjldy amslr (5l zel 5 ol3 ¢ 55
S Lalsy 5250 0l i g seal 4 o Lol 5o LB aLE o OEIOL
Sl AL 5 dha 5550 o - Lol el s

Jlis tapllss 5 (g3l Jsboa (DU S5 8 Slusl 5 0Ly slaaad o 3L LS s
b s ot 8 35 el 5506 Gl slg sdgs  bdes aiby ol i
Cals Wam LS sl ool s DD e sl 5 Sep gboala
OB s 3l Cole= L sl ol .(Kumaraswami, 2016; Casavantes Bradford, 2014)
Ll 4 ks sl 5 alele glaaas (S35 U D8 SUS 5 5 OIS s s

5038 Al o el el T b gl 5 B (Ster b S5 gel (S

1 White-Haired Girl)

2 Beauty and Pock Face
3 Little Soldier Zhang Ga
4 Lei Feng

5 Learn from Lei Feng

6 Casa de las Américas
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5 eyl Altea 4l o33 Olo gt S Byo 4 S5 S LS MBI 0Ly slaaad
SSobel (Al Cdele b Lol &S Slo b 3,5 o 513 Calsy S e 3 mer (Slodse
5 sk Ol U e ol 53 s ciim anle gl I 5 colel
B s 6 edlls sdad! yls shsme A T el sl sl sede Cgwasid
Olslgges sl 5 Glans se; G o3 o loisl leiladland glacyls, 5 (plvasl (SKaS
ol S e el bl ade Sl GH s 5 Ll Slessd ale S
0Ly slaanad Ol g alin (52,558 wble b (S 5 GIEN b Sl (5,500 b Cnased
SBS s (Kumaraswami, 2016) &S o ol 1y sl —SaS 68 5 a4l Ol
L sl S o Ll LS BIS38 slanad S8 55 53 oge (1B 35 g1 s sk
Wil — Ol shaad SadlS uobe Jatge Js esh O placalss L
Shdpa  lias Ole g LOT a5 03,5 Gl 1y loske sliasclas 5 (5, conlsals
G 3l & S dacals, opl s C(Elizagaray, 1984) das s 515 1, Slib o8Ts =
Sy ol o Sanslin 5 i el (AT e (25 5080, 51 S ol
analr 3wl Oleygd OF 55 oS wlarlse 0L 05k Dby &b o b e 5 cpit
Sy S glaaad bl 5 Sl glabtle sl sy b5 oy,
.(Quiroga Paneque,. 2016)
G e A e g e Sl b olsS 0Ly gl e sl

Sl el a3 e 5 lnd el b Dlajes oS easid sl S Ollges

1 Juan Padrén

2 Elpidio Valdés

3 Dora Alonso

4 Pelusin del Monte

slacin ek, 8 ol LGS wlale Olials G alse Js sl 52 5k Pulgarcito del Monte 0
(Tom Thumb / Le Petit Poucet) (_z:8law 5Lyl Ll L ol L5l syl sl sl
o3lpals & Oluls Ol a5 ol ol oLyl SdlS laasius b 0T Lwlad sl bl Lol 155l 5
o Sl & 5l o Dol DB Jal 5 S 5 s Olias Sl S5 sS 2lsle 5 Sl $osmss 4 el
Wabge Js sk 55 3gd e Jols Dol Olale ol 5w 4 (e B b 3l &S el
LS o Ay olazrl oG Lalss I3 55 Olagd 5558 0 a8 5 0l 3l (fpes (S (058) Connd
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Olsige Olpl o3 Ll s o e 5 S (Sasse Sl 5 o So8 Olasl s
35 edalin 3ile S Caand 5 S deo LU 5o 1 O wlin Llbaase
Sl sl Gl L LS (Ol 0k slaaad g samass (VF0T woslns)
AT WU 53L 6l ol 4y aad (i Slias 355w L O K 5 31l
S o Jk el 5 5 S

Sl Ghils Gl el 5 0L U5 G Sl 5 o5 g ST 0L
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Abstracts in English

When Tribute Payments Are Not Evidence of State; Proto-Elamite Susa
and the Logic of Payment in a Decentralized Economy

Rouhollah Yousefi Zoshk®, Khalil-Ollah Beik-Mohammadi?, Donya Etemadifar®

Abstract

Proto-Elamite tablets from Susa are often interpreted as evidence of a centralized,
state-oriented administrative system. Focusing on tablets that record tribute
payments, this study questions whether the apparent concentration in recording
practices necessarily indicates a centralized bureaucracy and formal tributary
extraction, or whether it instead reflects mechanisms of economic regulation within
a pre-state, network-based framework. The study examines the logic governing the
registration of payments and asks whether differences in recorded commodities
correspond to distinct economic logics or merely to variations in accounting
procedures. Methodologically, it presents a detailed contextual and content-based
analysis of two tablets from Susa (MDP 26:118 and MDP 06:353), including the re-
examination of signs, numerical units, headings, and accounting structures, as well
as a comparison between storable agricultural products and non-storable livestock
payments. Adopting a structural-comparative approach and moving beyond state-
centric assumptions, the analysis shows that both tablets operate through a modular,
individual-based logic of registration. The observed concentration reflects
standardized procedures of recording, calculation, and verification rather than
institutional or political centralization. Differences between cereal and livestock
accounts derive from operational accounting needs, not from fundamentally distinct
economic systems. These findings suggest that Proto-Elamite Susa functioned
within a fluid, network-based economy composed of relatively autonomous units
linked through temporary recording practices rather than a centralized state
apparatus.

Keywords: Pre-state Society; Fluid and modular economy; Tribute payments;
Economic networks
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“This Treasure Has a Spell”:
An Anthropological Study of Treasure Beliefs in Mazandaran

Amir Hashemi Moghaddam®, Narrges Darvishi?, sara Ashrafinia®, Hananeh Savarsofla*

Abstract

Belief in the existence of hidden treasure—commonly understood as valuable objects
such as gold or jewelry buried or concealed in the past—is widespread across cultures,
though its forms and meanings vary by context. In Mazandaran, northern Iran, such
beliefs are particularly prevalent. The region’s dense concentration of historical sites and
sacred places, including shrines of saints, contributes to the perception of these locations
as likely repositories of hidden treasure, a belief that can pose risks to tangible cultural
heritage through unauthorized excavation.

A significant dimension of treasure beliefs in Mazandaran involves supernatural
elements, including the protection of treasure by jinn, spirits, snakes, or talismans, as
well as the necessity of prayers or magical rituals to access it. Drawing on Marcel
Mauss’s theories on the nature and social functions of magic, this study
conceptualizes these beliefs within a broader framework of magical thinking and
examines how they reflect and shape aspects of local social life.

The research is based on semi-structured, in-depth interviews with twenty-five
individuals from Mazandaran who hold beliefs in the existence of treasure.
Participants were selected from diverse geographical areas across the province,
ranging from Kiasar and Sari in the east to Motel Ghoo in the west, and included
men and women aged between twenty-one and seventy-one. The findings indicate
that supernatural explanations surrounding treasure not only serve to rationalize
repeated failures and losses experienced by treasure seekers, but also function
paradoxically as protective mechanisms. From the perspective of believers, magical
forces are activated in situations such as hiding the location of the treasure, moving
treasure before the diggers reach it, harming the diggers when they discover the
treasure, and ultimately being a bad omen if the treasure is extracted and used.
Keywords: treasure beliefs; magic; Mazandaran; unauthorized excavation;
supernatural protection; Marcel Mauss
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Assessing the Socio-Cultural Impacts of Pedestrianization Projects on
Urban Experience (Case Study: Taleghani Pedestrian Street in Ilam City)

Mansour Mansouri Moghadam?, Taravat Gouhari?

Abstract

In recent years, pedestrianization has emerged as an innovative approach in urban
space planning, aiming to enhance quality of life and strengthen citizens’ social
presence. This study assesses the socio-cultural impacts of the pedestrianization of
Taleghani Street in Ilam on citizens’ urban spatial experience. Using an
ethnographic and qualitative field approach—including participant observation,
semi-structured interviews, and documentation of lived narratives—the research
explores the transformations in citizens’ experiences before and after the pedestrian
project.

Findings reveal that prior to pedestrianization, Taleghani Street functioned primarily
as a vehicle-oriented passageway, where people’s presence was limited to quick
transit and brief shopping. The lack of collective spaces, congestion, and poor
amenities contributed to a negative spatial experience. Following the project, the
street has become a lively, interaction-centered, and sensory environment. Features
such as paving, lighting, cafés, benches, and aesthetic enhancements have increased
social interaction, prolonged public presence, and strengthened the sense of place
attachment. However, variations in spatial experience among different groups—such
as the elderly and low-income residents—reflect ongoing inequalities in spatial
accessibility. Furthermore, tensions among motorcyclists, street vendors, and
pedestrians, as well as between spatial modernity and local culture, persist as key
challenges.

Overall, the study concludes that pedestrianization has improved urban experience and
social belonging, yet its full success depends on cultural management, regulation of
informal activities, enhancement of amenities, and responsiveness to diverse social
groups. Taleghani Street thus exemplifies an urban space in transition—balancing
between local life-worlds and the modern logic of urban design.

Keywords: Pedestrianization, Social Impact Assessment, Urban Spatial Experience,
Ethnography, Sense of Belonging
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The Impact of Physical Attributes of Early High-Rise Housing
Complexes in Tehran on the Lifestyle Patterns of Their Residents

Sahar Lori Alikhani*, Shervin Mirshahzadeh?

Abstract

In recent decades, population growth, limited urban land, and rising housing prices
have contributed to the expansion of high-rise residential development in major
metropolises. In Tehran, this trend has intensified due to urban sprawl and density-
selling policies. The present study aims to examine the impact of the earliest high-
rise residential complexes on the transformation of residents’ lifestyles in Tehran. It
employs a descriptive—analytical historical approach and is categorized as an applied
research study. The case studies include residential complexes built during the initial
decades of high-rise development in Tehran, selected through the snowball sampling
method. Data collection was conducted through documentary studies, field
observations, and spatial-morphological analysis. The results indicate that the
spatial organization of these complexes — including the design of shared spaces,
service and recreational facilities — has introduced new patterns of urban living,
transforming concepts such as privacy, neighborly interaction, and place identity
within the residents’ social fabric. The study concludes that Tehran’s first high-rise
residential complexes, beyond merely altering architectural form, served as catalysts
for cultural, social, and spatial shifts in urban lifestyles and modes of habitation.
Keywords: High-rise housing, lifestyle, Tehran, housing, Residential Complexes
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The Transformation of Literary Patronage Systems in Iran and the
Contest between Classical and Modern Poetics

Alireza Moradi'
Abstract
This study, focusing on a historical and institutional analysis of literary patronage
systems in lran, seeks to elucidate the mechanisms that have shaped and
consolidated both classical and modern Persian poetics. The central research
question concerns how networks of patrons -including the state, universities, the
press, political parties, and international institutions -have directed the course of
Persian literary transformation over the past century, and what factors have
determined the dominance or marginalization of different literary movements. The
study aims to reveal the relationship between institutional support and the formation
of competing poetics, demonstrating that the evolution of modern poetry and fiction
is not merely the result of individual creativity but rather the product of complex
interactions among social, cultural, and ideological forces.
Grounded in André Lefevere’s theoretical framework, the research employs an
institutional reading of literary rewritings and historical reflections. Data were
gathered from analyses of literary texts, journals, literary histories, critical essays,
and cultural policy documents, and examined through a comparative study spanning
from the Qajar era to the post-revolutionary period. The findings indicate that
official patronage systems in various periods, through budgetary allocations,
publishing regulations, and censorship mechanisms, have continually reproduced
cultural legitimacy models favoring classical poetics. Conversely, independent
journals, the Tudeh Party, intellectual circles, the Writers’ Association, and
diasporic networks emerged as alternative patrons, supporting Nimaic poetry (so-
called New Poem, attributed to Nima Yooshij), modern realist fiction, and a socially
committed, often left-oriented, critical literature—thus fostering the rise of a
distinctly modern Persian poetics.
Keywords: Modern Persian poetics; literary patronage systems; André Lefevere;
cultural policy
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University as a Window for Social Participation: A Study of Female
Students at Ilam University

Khadijeh Keshavarz!
Abstract
This qualitative study examines the goals, motivations, and lived experiences of
female students at Ilam University through semi-structured interviews with
seventeen participants. The data were analyzed using thematic analysis. The findings
indicate that entering university is perceived by most participants as a “certain and
obvious” stage of life. Beyond its educational function, the university serves
additional roles, including the acquisition of social prestige, the experience of
individual independence, identity formation, and the enhancement of self-
confidence. However, structural constraints in the labor market and the widespread
unemployment of educated women render future career prospects uncertain and, for
many students, discouraging.
For many participants, the university functions as a “window for social
participation” and the expansion of interpersonal relationships. Experiences within
dormitory life and involvement in student organizations have contributed
significantly to both individual and social development. At the same time, the
university, as a mixed-gender space, offers many female students their first
sustained interactions with the opposite sex. This experience, however, is shaped by
official gender segregation policies and conservative social norms, which generate
pressures, restrictions, and the reproduction of gender stereotypes.
Overall, despite these constraints, the university emerges as a significant platform
for the redefinition of female gender roles and identities. Simultaneously, it exposes
the persistent tension between the university’s emancipatory potential and its role in
reproducing mechanisms of gender inequality.
Keywords: female students; Ilam University; social participation; student
organizations; gender relations
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Ethnic Bodies in the Arena of Competition: An Anthropological Inquiry
into the Symbolic Boundaries of Identity among Turkmens,
Mazandaranis, and Gilak

Somayeh Karimi*

Abstract

In contemporary Iran, sport functions as a socio-symbolic field where ethnic
identities are constructed and redefined through embodiment and fan culture. This
study offers an anthropological analysis of how symbolic boundaries of identity are
drawn and maintained among three ethnic groups in Northern Iran: the Turkmen,
Mazandaranis, and Gilaks. Adopting an interpretive-descriptive approach, the
research utilizes multi-sited ethnography rooted in participant observation, in-depth
interviews, and a semiotic analysis of the symbolic meanings embedded in sporting
events. The theoretical framework builds upon Fredrik Barth’s concept of ethnic
boundaries, Marcel Mauss’s "techniques of the body," and the theory of symbolic
performance.

The findings reveal that specific athletic traditions—volleyball and equestrianism
among the Turkmen, wrestling in Mazandaran, and football in Gilan—function as
"symbolic repertoires” that facilitate public displays of ethnic belonging and the
symbolic differentiation between "us™ and "the other." These bodily and ritualized
actions channel ethnic differences away from violent confrontation toward
regulated, meaningful competition, providing "thick descriptions” of identity. The
study concludes that the sporting field in Northern Iran plays a pivotal role in the
symbolic management of ethnic diversity. By transforming potential tensions into
controlled rivalries, it fosters an environment of coexistence and tolerance,
ultimately facilitating the integration of ethnic identities within a broader national
framework.

Keywords:Ethnicity, Anthropology of Sport, Identity Boundaries, Embodiment,
Northern Iran.
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The Rhythm of the Bazaar: An Ethnographic Study of the Socio-Spatial
Rhythms of the Shahzadeh Fazel Bazaar in Yazd

Fariba Seddighi?, Seyyed Matin Parsaeyan
Abstract
Traditional markets in Iran have mostly been studied as spaces that are purely
economic, physical, or historical, while the everyday rhythms and the pulse of life
flowing through these markets have received less attention in research. This study
aims to achieve an in-depth understanding of the rhythms of the Shahzadeh Fazel
traditional market in Yazd, using an ethnographic approach. To gain direct insights,
data were collected over four months of continuous and immersive presence in the
field through participant observation and in-depth interviews. Data analysis followed
James Spradley’s systematic method, employing domain analysis, taxonomic
analysis, and componential analysis to reveal underlying layers of meaning. To
interpret the findings, Bourdieu’s concept of field and Lefebvre’s notion of spatial
rhythms were employed.
According to the results, the rhythm of Shahzadeh Fazel market emerges from the
complex interplay and synchronization of bodily rhythms, movement patterns,
spatial structure, sensory perceptions, temporal cycles, language use, diversity of
actors, social relations, and echoes of the past. These rhythms not only regulate the
patterns of movement and timing within the market but also contribute to its
continuous reproduction as a dynamic social space and a field of everyday
interactions. A wide range of actors including shopkeepers, customers, tourists,
guild inspectors, and traffic controller shape the market’s rhythm through their
varied habitus.
Keywords: traditional bazaar, socio-spatial rhythms, ethnography, everyday life,
Yazd
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Meaning, Sign and Survival in the Forest: Applying Eduardo Cohen's
Approach to the Ecology of Hyrcanian Forests: A Multispecies
Ethnographic Study of the Baliran Forest, Amol

Seyed Ghasem Hasani®
Abstract
This article examines the complex interactions between humans and nonhuman
species in Iran’s forest ecosystems through an interspecies approach. Moving
beyond a strictly anthropocentric perspective, it conceptualizes the forest as a
dynamic network of agencies shaped by reciprocal relations among humans, plants,
animals, and fungi. Rather than treating the forest as a passive reservoir of resources,
the study foregrounds its role as an active system of communication, meaning-
making, and co-production.
The research draws on long-term ethnographic fieldwork, semi-structured interviews
with local communities possessing extensive indigenous ecological knowledge, and
close observation of multispecies interactions within forest environments. These
observations encompass not only visible practices such as hunting, foraging, and
animal behavior, but also semiotic processes, including chemical signaling among
plants and fungi, structural transformations in vegetation, and patterned animal
responses to environmental change.
The findings demonstrate that forests continuously generate and exchange
biosemiotic signals—such as fungal scents, plant stress responses, and animal
movements—that regulate ecological processes and sustain multispecies life. For
local human communities, these signs carry practical and symbolic significance.
Over generations, inhabitants have learned to interpret and respond to them,
integrating this knowledge into livelihood strategies, healing practices, and forms of
sustainable forest management.
The article concludes by arguing that adopting an interspecies perspective is
essential for rethinking conservation and management policies in Iran’s forest
ecosystems. Recognizing nonhuman agency and semiotic participation enables a
shift away from top-down, technocratic models toward participatory, community-
based approaches that enhance ecological resilience and long-term sustainability.
Keywords: Interspecies relations; Multispecies ethnography; Biosemiotics; More-
than-human agency; Indigenous ecological knowledge; Hyrcanian forests; Biliran.
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Revolutionary Fairy Tales in Iran, the Soviet Union, China, and Cuba:
An Anthropological-Comparative Study

Alireza Hassanzadeh®
Abstract
One of the most significant cultural and intellectual configurations during Iran’s
second Pahlavi period was the emergence of leftist and Marxist-oriented
intellectuals who systematically rewrote fairy tales. This phenomenon was not
unique to Iran; comparable processes unfolded in twentieth-century Marxist contexts
such as the Soviet Union, China, and Cuba, where fairy tales were reconfigured as
political instruments for revolutionary pedagogy, ideological socialization, and
moral instruction.
Adopting a comparative anthropological approach, this article examines
revolutionary fairy-tale rewritings across these four contexts and analyzes their
relationship to classical fairy-tale structures and rites of passage. The study focuses
on the concept of ideological enculturation and explores how political ideology is
embedded within narrative structures, symbolic oppositions, character typologies,
and moral resolutions. Particular attention is devoted to the Iranian case, where
writers and poets played a decisive role in shaping revolutionary consciousness in
the decades preceding the 1979 Revolution.
The theoretical framework draws on Victor Turner’s concept of liminality, Max
Gluckman’s theory of rite of rebellion, Jack Zipes’s critical analyses of fairy tales
and ideology, and Walter Benjamin’s reflections on storytelling and collective
imagination. From the perspective of fairy-tale morphology and classification, the
study also employs the analytical models developed by Vladimir Propp, Stith
Thompson, and Hans-Jérg Uther. Methodologically, the research applies Norman
Fairclough’s Critical Discourse Analysis to identify shared discursive patterns as
well as context-specific variations in revolutionary fairy-tale literature. Through this
comparative lens, the article demonstrates how fairy tales are transformed from
heteroglossic narrative forms into monologic ideological instruments in
revolutionary contexts.
Keywords:Fairy tales; revolutionary rewriting; ideological enculturation; critical
discourse analysis; comparative anthropology
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Anthropological investigation of symbols and cultural signs in the
ritual foods and tables of Kerman Zoroastrians

Elham Sani?, Fariba Mireskandari?, Yaghoub Sharbatian®
Abstract
This article presents an anthropological investigation of symbols and cultural signs
embedded in ritual foods and ceremonial tables among the Zoroastrian community
of Kerman, understood as forms of intangible cultural heritage. The study is
grounded in an interpretivist paradigm and adopts an inductive, qualitative research
design. Methodologically, it combines ethnographic fieldwork with content analysis
to examine both lived practices and their symbolic dimensions.
The research is based on fieldwork conducted within the Zoroastrian community of
Kerman and draws on data collected through thirty-seven in-depth interviews with
knowledgeable community members, participant observation, and the analysis of
relevant documents. The findings reveal that Zoroastrian ritual foods are rich in
symbolic meanings and cultural values. Among these meanings, the sensory
dimension—particularly smell—occupies a central place. Participants emphasized
that the fragrance of ritual food is not merely incidental but constitutes the primary
purpose of ritual cooking. The aroma is believed to generate happiness, purity, and
blessing, especially for the souls of the deceased.
Beyond their religious significance, ritual foods are also expected to be nourishing
and wholesome. Moreover, the collective preparation and communal consumption
of these foods during rituals and gatherings play a crucial social role. These
practices reinforce social cohesion, strengthen communal bonds, and sustain a
shared sense of identity within the Zoroastrian community as a religious minority.
Through the lens of food, ritual, and sensory experience, the study highlights the
interrelation between belief, embodiment, and social life in Zoroastrian cultural
practices.
Keywords: Zoroastrianism; Ritual food; Sensory anthropology; Smell and meaning;
Intangible cultural heritage; Religious minorities; Kerman
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An analysis of Zar rite and its artistic form from the religious cosmology
poin of view

Mehdi Aslemarz?, Saied Zavieh?, Iraj Dadashi®

Abstract

To understand healing experiences in rituals such as the Zar, it is necessary to
examine the worldview of their practitioners, a task best approached through the
cosmological study of healing rites. In theological and anthropological research, the
human subject—its needs and, in particular, the process of healing—has been
extensively addressed. By contrast, art studies have largely overlooked the
relationship between healing rituals and their artistic expressions. This article
addresses this gap by examining the Zar rite, a widely practiced healing ritual known
under different names across a broad geographical area extending from Central Asia
to Africa and Iran. Drawing on the field of religious studies, the analysis employs
Mircea Eliade’s perspective, which views the human being as fundamentally
oriented toward the sacred and understands ritual, myth, and religion as key
components in the formation of cosmological systems. Since myth and religion play
a central role in shaping both cosmologies and rituals, they constitute essential
analytical frameworks for this study. The research adopts a documentary and
analytical methodology, reviewing a wide range of books, academic articles, and
documentary materials related to the Zar rite. By integrating these interpretive
approaches, the study seeks to offer a deeper understanding of the healing
mechanisms and artistic forms embedded in Zar rituals.

Keywords: Zar ritual, healing rites, religious cosmology, ritual art, Mircea Eliade
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Editorial Note

This editorial is written at a moment when Iran, in the aftermath of the events of January
2026, is immersed in mourning and anger, and the country’s future appears more uncertain
than ever. The question, then, is how a journal committed to scholarly standards can situate—
or place—itself under such conditions. Scientific research requires degrees of composure and
distance in order to make reflection and the exercise of critical thinking possible: a measured
withdrawal from emotions that might otherwise render scholarly work hasty or biased and
push it beyond the bounds of rigorous inquiry. Scholarly work is never a “pure” activity that
can be carried out simply by ignoring affect and emotion. It must remain deeply connected to
all dimensions of human life in order to maintain its relevance to human concerns, while at
the same time relying on evidence to make visible the subtleties of the human condition. It is
precisely these shared human concerns that undoubtedly drive the production of credible and
meaningful scholarship. This seemingly paradoxical condition of both engagement with and
distancing from emotion in the research process is one that every experienced researcher has
encountered. Pierre Bourdieu, in his interview with Philippe Mangeot published under the
title Against the Slope, remarks: “In scientific work, controlled impatience is a fundamental
principle. One must be angry in order to work. But anger is not enough; one must also strive
to control it.” * It therefore becomes necessary for a scholarly platform to champion such an
approach—an endeavor that, in times of turmoil and unrest, is akin to walking on a razor’s
edge.

From another perspective, under such circumstances the promotion of a scientific outlook
may itself be understood as the responsibility entrusted to a scholarly platform: to stand
against despair and the erosion of rationality. This is not a heroic responsibility, but rather a
modest and unassuming act of resistance against the forgetting of critical thought.

The articles published in this issue each seek, in their own way, to address questions that,
while rooted in broader concerns, pursue their answers through close examinations of both
large-scale and everyday human behaviors and experiences—from cosmologies of paranormal
healing to quotidian life in markets and apartment buildings, and from the pursuits of treasure
seekers to literary efforts aimed at the formation of a hegemonic discourse.

At this critical juncture, the journal understands itself not as an individual tribune, but as a
shared home for anthropologists—a home whose credibility and independence can be
sustained only through the active participation, responsible critique, and professional
commitment of the scholarly community. The continuation of this path is an invitation to
collaboration in safeguarding a space that keeps alive the possibility of scientific reflection on
the human condition, even in times marked by disruption and rupture.

Mehrdad Arabestani,
Editor, Journal of Anthropology
January 30, 2026

1 Mangeot, Philippe. A contre-pente: entretien avec Pierre Bourdieu. Vacarme 14.1 (2001): 4-14.
https://vacarme.org/article224.html
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